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Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 33 8,200
Land in Farms 4,889 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $203,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 251 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 13.1% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming 16

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 17

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov

County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure
characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University




~ 2012 Census of Agriculture ~ COOPERATIVE
EXTENSION

Women Principal Farm Operators SERVICE

By The Numbers UK

R Rockcastle County CEREIeL

Resources for accessing data in real time : -
College of Agriculture,

: .ca.uky. Food and Environmen
http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl December, 2014 d f

Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology

Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 50 8,200
Land in Farms 6,844 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $588,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 677 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 7.4% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming 12

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 38

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov

County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure
characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 39 8,200
Land in Farms 5,216 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $329,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 356 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 11.0% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...

Primary Occupation is Farming 12

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 27

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov
County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure

characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 52 8,200
Land in Farms 4,972 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $1,660,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 726 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 7.2% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming 25

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 27

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov
County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure

characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 152 8,200
Land in Farms 13,605 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $2,471,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 838 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 18.1% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming 63

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 89

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov
County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure

characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 233 8,200
Land in Farms 17,757 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $5,153,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 1,518 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 15.3% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming 93

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 140

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov

County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure
characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 36 8,200
Land in Farms 2,119 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $522,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 467 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 7.7% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming 23

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 13

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov

County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure
characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 57 8,200
Land in Farms 3,306 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $287,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 529 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 10.8% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...

Primary Occupation is Farming 28

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 29

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov
County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure

characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 63 8,200
Land in Farms 5,642 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $935,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 874 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 7.2% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming 25

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 38

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov
County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure

characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology

Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 55 8,200
Land in Farms 7,349 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $2,501,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 603 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 9.1% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming 22

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 33

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov

County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure
characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 49 8,200
Land in Farms 6,422 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $270,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 397 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 12.3% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...

Primary Occupation is Farming 7

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 42

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov
County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure

characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 38 8,200
Land in Farms 2,874 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $190,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 439 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 8.7% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming 25

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 13

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov

County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure
characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 22 8,200
Land in Farms 3,448 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $1,883,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 310 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 7.1% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming 8

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 14

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov
County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure

characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 177 8,200
Land in Farms 17,555 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $3,396,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 1,648 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 10.7% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming 59

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 118

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov
County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure

characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 85 8,200
Land in Farms 7,682 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $1,578,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 1,011 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 8.4% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming 20

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 65

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov

County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure
characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 46 8,200
Land in Farms 5,094 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $2,556,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 778 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 5.9% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming 24

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 22

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov

County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure
characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 54 8,200
Land in Farms 7,171 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $5,964,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 500 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 10.8% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming 12

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 42

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov

County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure
characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 41 8,200
Land in Farms 3,835 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $138,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 496 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 8.3% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...

Primary Occupation is Farming 7

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 34

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov
County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure

characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 29 8,200
Land in Farms 4,904 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $183,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 297 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 9.8% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...

Primary Occupation is Farming 12

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 17

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov
County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure

characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology

Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 133 8,200
Land in Farms 13,489 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $6,443,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 713 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 18.7% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming 70

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 63

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA's National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov

County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure
characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University




