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Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 29 8,200
Land in Farms 3,708 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $534,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 243 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 11.9% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...

Primary Occupation is Farming

Primary Occupation is other than Farming

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov
County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure

characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology

Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 85 8,200
Land in Farms 8,487 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $892,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 720 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 11.8% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming 36

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 49

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov

County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure
characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology

Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 78 8,200
Land in Farms 5,083 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $383,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 1,006 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 7.8% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming 15

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 63

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov

County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure
characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology

Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 43 8,200
Land in Farms 4,716 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $122,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 291 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 14.8% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming 10

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 33

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov

County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure
characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology

Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 8 8,200
Land in Farms 724 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $24,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 142 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 5.6% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming

Primary Occupation is other than Farming

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov

County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure
characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology

Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 1 8,200
Land in Farms (undisclosed) 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (undisclosed) $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 15 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming

Primary Occupation is other than Farming

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov
County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure

characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.
Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING
An Equal Opportunity University
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Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology

Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 5 8,200
Land in Farms 102 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (undisclosed) $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 54 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming

Primary Occupation is other than Farming

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov

County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure
characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 77 8,200
Land in Farms 9,960 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $478,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 676 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 11.4% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...

Primary Occupation is Farming 11

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 66

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov
County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure

characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology

Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 108 8,200
Land in Farms 17,949 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $1,454,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 1,202 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 9.0% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming 36

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 72

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov

County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure
characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 41 8,200
Land in Farms 10,423 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $875,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 403 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 10.2% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...

Primary Occupation is Farming 12

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 29

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov
County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure

characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 87 8,200
Land in Farms 7,598 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $543,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 1,060 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 8.2% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...

Primary Occupation is Farming 19

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 68

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov
County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure

characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology

Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 25 8,200
Land in Farms 4,335 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $1,002,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 219 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 11.4% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming 8

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 17

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov

County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure
characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology

Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 70 8,200
Land in Farms 3,953 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $235,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 447 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 15.7% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming 23

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 47

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov

County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure
characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 13 8,200
Land in Farms 1,283 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $49,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 155 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 8.4% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming 2

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 11

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov

County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure
characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 29 8,200
Land in Farms 2,365 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $10,444,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 413 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 7.0% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming 19

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 10

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov
County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure

characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology

Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 144 8,200
Land in Farms 19,361 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $4,353,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 1,219 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 11.8% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming 64

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 80

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov

County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure
characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 37 8,200
Land in Farms 6,102 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $74,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 361 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 10.2% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming 10

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 27

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov
County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure

characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology

Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 63 8,200
Land in Farms 5,723 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $893,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 1,016 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 6.2% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming 24

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 39

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov

County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure
characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology

Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 74 8,200
Land in Farms 6,453 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $1,972,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 719 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 10.3% 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming 26

Primary Occupation is other than Farming 48

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov

County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure
characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING

An Equal Opportunity University
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Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology

Nationally 30% of all farm operators and 14% of principal operators are women. In Kentucky, there are 31,419 women
operators of which 8,200 are principle operators. Farms with women principal operators comprised 876,256 acres and
generated $227, 699,000 in sales. Of all women principal operators in the state, 87.2% are full owners.

The Census of Agriculture defines a principal operator as “the person primarily responsible for the on-site, day-to-day operation of the farm or ranch business.”
One principal operator is counted per farm. While the Census counts all operators, demographic and other data are only collected for the principal operator plus
up to two additional operators. As the Census of Agriculture notes, “this may be fewer than the total operators on some farms.”

To learn more about women farm operators in the 2012 Agriculture Census, go to:
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/Highlights/Women_Farmers/Highlights_Women_Farmers.pdf

To learn more about women farm operators in the 1978-2007 Agriculture Censuses, go to:
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib-economic-information-bulletin/eib111.aspx

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides resources for accessing and using publicly available secondary data. The entire series is available at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl.

County State
Farms

Number of Farms with Women Principal Operators 4 8,200
Land in Farms (D) 876,256
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold $8,000 $227,699,000

Total Number of all Farms 20 77,064
Percent of all Farms with Women Principal Operator 10.6%

Tenure
Women Principal Operators who are...

Full Owner
Part Owner
Tenant

Primary Occupation

Women Principal Operators whose...
Primary Occupation is Farming

Primary Occupation is other than Farming

These data are from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and are available from the
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov
County-level data on all women operators are available in Table 47. Table 46 and Table 48 contain data on farm and tenure

characteristics for women principal operators. The number of women principal operators is also included in Table 1- Summary Highlights.
State-level data Table 56 and Table 57 include additional characteristics of women operators and women principal operators.

Kentucky: By The Numbers is a program located in the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University
of Kentucky. For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Department of Community and
Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@email.uky.edu.
Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING
An Equal Opportunity University




