
 

GGeettttiinngg  SSttaarrtteedd……  
Creating GGeeooggrraapphhyy  CCoommppaarriissoonn  TTaabblleess  
with the American FactFinder Website  
for the American Community Survey 
Julie N. Zimmerman. Associate Professor, Rural Sociology.  October 2012 

 

Geography Comparison Tables are one way to find  
pre-calculated percents (%), rates, means and medians from the American Community Survey  

on a variety of topics for every county in Kentucky in a single table.     
 

The American FactFinder website from the U.S. Census Bureau provides online access to several data sources including the  
2010 Census and the American Community Survey.  This publication provides graphical instructions to help you make  

Geography Comparison Tables from the American Community Survey, but the same process can be used for other datasets. 
 

“Getting Started…” is a series of graphical website instructions designed to help in finding and using data from the internet. 
 

Copies of this publication and others are available online at:  http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. Just click on “Kentucky: By the Numbers.” 

 

 
 
 
  
 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kentucky: 

By The Numbers 

UK Department of  Community 
and Leadership Development 

www.ca.uky.edu/SNARL 

 This publication illustrates 
oonnee  wwaayy    

to make a table with  
eevveerryy  ccoouunnttyy    

using data from the 
American Community Survey 

American FactFinder 

http://factfinder2.census.gov 

To help in locating data, the American FactFinder website provides filters to help narrow your search. 

These filters can be used in any order and in any combination. 
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American FactFinder 

http://factfinder2.census.gov 

 
1. Click on 
“Topics” 

Here are the filters.   
 

Since we know we are looking for  

Geography Comparison Tables,  
let’s find that filter first. 

The American FactFinder website provides filters to help narrow your search. 

These filters can be used in any order and in any combination. 
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1. Click on  
“Product Type” 

Wait a moment…   

A box with a list will appear. 
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1. Click on  

“Geography Comparison Table” 
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Next, we need to select  
the geography we want to compare.   

1. Scroll down  

 

1. This box always 
shows you which 

filters you picked. 

So far, we have  
only picked 

“Geography 
Comparison Table.” 

(If you make a mistake, 
CLICK HERE to remove the selection.) 

2. “Geography Comparison Table” is  
no longer included in the  
“Product Type” filter list. 
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1. Click on  
“Compare Geography” 

Parent Geographic Type  
= the larger geography (e.g. the state) 

 
Child Geographic Type  

= the smaller geography (e.g. counties) 
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1. Click on  
“State” 

1. Click on  
“Parent Geographic Type” 
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1. Click on  
“Compare Geography” 

again 

 

This box always shows 
you which filters you 

picked. 

So far, we have  
picked 

“Geography Comparison 
Table”  

and “State” 

(If you make a mistake, 
CLICK HERE to remove the selection.) 
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1. Click on  
“Child Geographic Type” 

1. Click on  
“County” 
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1. Now, the list of filters 
shows: 

 “Geography Comparison 
Table,”  

“State,” and “County.” 

(If you make a mistake, 
CLICK HERE to remove the selection.) 

3. Click on  
“Dataset” 

2. Next, we need to select  
the dataset.   
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1. Click on  
the first one called  

“ACS 5-year estimates” 

We are looking for tables with data for all counties in Kentucky.  

The oonnllyy estimates from the American Community Survey (ACS) 
available for all counties are  

the AACCSS  55--yyeeaarr  eessttiimmaatteess.   

To see a map of which estimates are available for which counties in Kentucky, go to the “Resources for the American Community Survey”  
section of Kentucky: By The Numbers website (http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl/KentuckyByTheNumbers/KYBTNIndex.htm). 

The Datasets are listed with the most recent first. 
Right now, the 2010 ACS 5-year estimates are the most recent so we’ll pick that one. 
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So far, we have the right type of table (Geography Comparison),  
the right dataset (ACS 5-year estimates),  

but we have not yet selected a geography. 

To find all counties in Kentucky, we need to use the “Geographies” filters. 

 
1. Click on 

“Geographies” 

1. Select a “geographic type” 

Click here to 
see the list 
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SCROLL DOWN 
 

to find  

Kentucky 

1. Click on  
 “State” 
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1. Click on  
 “Kentucky” 
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1. Now, the list of filters shows: 

 “Geography Comparison Table,”  

“State,” “County,” “2010 ACS 5-year estimates,”  
and “Kentucky 

2. Click 
“CLOSE” 

The results are always organized to show you: 

the Table ID, the Table Title, 

and the Dataset for the table. 

Scroll down for more tables. 

Geography 
Comparison Tables 
always start with 

“GCT” 
 

At this point, you can select more filters or pick from the list of tables 
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Each filter has sub-topics  

and each of those have even more sub-topics.   
 

The filters only listed those items available given the filters we have already picked. 

Remember, you can pick any of these in any order and  

if you want to continue narrowing your search, you can pick more filters. 
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Scroll down for more tables. 

1. Click on  
 “Percent of the Total Population 

who are 65 Years and Over” 

To show you how this works,  
I’ll pick from the list of tables… 
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If you don’t see data,  

SCROLL DOWN 



 

 

19
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Estimates from the American Community Survey always include a 

“Margin of Error” 

ALWAYS INCLUDE THESE WITH YOUR DATA 
 

If you have seen poll results reported in the news,  
when they say “plus or minus 5 points,” they are telling you the margin of error. 

ALWAYS INCLUDE THESE WITH YOUR DATA 

To learn more about margins of error, see “And Now for the Grain of Salt… Margins of Error and the American Community Survey” 
available on the “Publications” and “Resources for the American Community Survey” sections of the 

 Kentucky: By The Numbers website (http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl/KentuckyByTheNumbers/KYBTNIndex.htm). 

Here are  

the data 

According to the  
2006-2010 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates,  

15.0% (+/- 0.4) of the population in Adair County, Kentucky  
was 65 years and older. 
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There will be times when there are no data available. 

If this happens, Click on “Back to Search” 

and select different table. 

Want to see data for a… different year?  different topic? 

Click here to go back to the search page 

Want to see only parts of the table? 

Click here to see lots of options 

Want to see the table in a pdf or  
want to download the table? 

Click here. 

(If you modify the table to only show parts of it,  
your modified table will be downloaded.) 



 

 

21
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For other graphical website instructions, see: 

 

Getting Started… Finding Economic Data Online at the Bureau of Economic Analysis 

Getting Started… Finding Unemployment Data Online at the Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Getting Started… Finding Agriculture Data Online in the Census of Agriculture 

 

These are all available on the 

Kentucky: By The Numbers section of the SNARL website at: 

 

http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl 

 

Kentucky: By the Numbers is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service in the Department of Community and Leadership Development at the University
of Kentucky.  Primarily known for the data series by the same name, the program also provides publications and other resources for those interested in finding data on 
their county.  Data and resources are available on the Kentucky: By the Numbers section of the SNARL (http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl) website.  For more information
contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Julie N. Zimmerman, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of
Kentucky, Lexington, KY  40546-0215.  Email: jzimm@email.uky.edu. 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin. 
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING 

An Equal Opportunity University 


