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Rural entrepreneurship is sometimes called the ‘third leg’ of local economic development.  While there is 
no single way to measure entrepreneurship, many rely on data for small firms to assess its breadth and 
depth.  This issue of “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is based on a special series created for the Kentucky 
Entrepreneurial Coaches Institute (KECI). To foster entrepreneurship, the KECI was formed to 
“encourage diversification of the economies in rural Kentucky.” More information is available at 
http://www.uky.edu/Ag/CLD/KECI.   

 
“Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to  

support local decision making.  The entire series is available online at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

 

 County State 

County Business Patterns   

 Total number of establishments (with employees) (2005) 489 92,176 

  1 to 4 employees 240 46,172 

  5 to 9 employees 118 19,353 

  10 to 19 employees 64 12,834 

  20 to 49 employees 38 8,550 

  50 to 99 employees 15 2,861 

  100 or more employees 14 2,476 
   
 Total number of establishments without employees (2005) 1,066 263,673 
   
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS   

 Proprietors   
  Total employment (2006) 12,686 2,432,901 

  Proprietors (2006) 2,708 483,644 

   Proprietors as a percent of total employment (2006) 21.3% 19.9% 
   
  Total employment (2001) 12,621 2,305,386 

  Proprietors (2001) 2,401 402,642 

   Proprietors as a percent of total employment (2001) 19.0% 17.5% 
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 County State 
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS   

 Proprietors (continued)   

  Percent change in total employment (2001-2006) 0.5% 5.5% 

  Percent change in proprietors (2001-2006) 12.8% 20.1% 
   
Statistics of U.S. Businesses   

 All Establishment Births (2002-2003) 43 8,036 

 All Establishment Deaths (2002-2003) 33 7,730 

 All Establishment Expansions (2002-2003) 136 23,981 

 All Establishment Contractions (2002-2003) 109 22,297 

 All Establishment Constants (2002-2003) 167 28,491 
   
Survey of Business Owners**   

 All firms (2002) 1,403 300,685 

  Number of women-owned firms (2002) 535 77,159 

   Women-owned firms as a percent of all firms (2002) 38.1% 25.7% 
   

  Number of women-owned firms with employees (2002) n/a 10,314 

  Number of women-owned firms with no employees (2002) n/a 66,844 

** The Survey of Business Owners only reports data for counties with 100 or more women-owned firms.  “n/a” = data available but not disclosed. 

 

These data are from: 

County Business Patterns: http://www.census.gov/epcd/cbp/view/cbpview.html 
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS: http://www.bea.gov/bea/regional/reis 

Statistics of U.S. Businesses: http://www.census.gov/csd/susb/susb.htm 

Survey of Business Owners: http://www.census.gov/csd/sbo/ 
 

 

Kentucky: By the Numbers is a program of the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service, 
Community and Economic Development Programs at the University of Kentucky.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. 
Julie N. Zimmerman, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215, 
(859) 257-7583, email: jzimm@email.uky.edu. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin. 
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING 

An Equal Opportunity University 
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Rural entrepreneurship is sometimes called the ‘third leg’ of local economic development.  While there is 
no single way to measure entrepreneurship, many rely on data for small firms to assess its breadth and 
depth.  This issue of “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is based on a special series created for the Kentucky 
Entrepreneurial Coaches Institute (KECI). To foster entrepreneurship, the KECI was formed to 
“encourage diversification of the economies in rural Kentucky.” More information is available at 
http://www.uky.edu/Ag/CLD/KECI.   

 
“Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to  

support local decision making.  The entire series is available online at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

 

 County State 

County Business Patterns   

 Total number of establishments (with employees) (2005) 311 92,176 

  1 to 4 employees 171 46,172 

  5 to 9 employees 70 19,353 

  10 to 19 employees 41 12,834 

  20 to 49 employees 19 8,550 

  50 to 99 employees 7 2,861 

  100 or more employees 3 2,476 
   
 Total number of establishments without employees (2005) 1,408 263,673 
   
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS   

 Proprietors   
  Total employment (2006) 7,332 2,432,901 

  Proprietors (2006) 2,628 483,644 

   Proprietors as a percent of total employment (2006) 35.8% 19.9% 
   
  Total employment (2001) 6,662 2,305,386 

  Proprietors (2001) 2,318 402,642 

   Proprietors as a percent of total employment (2001) 34.8% 17.5% 
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 County State 
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS   

 Proprietors (continued)   

  Percent change in total employment (2001-2006) 10.1% 5.5% 

  Percent change in proprietors (2001-2006) 13.4% 20.1% 
   
Statistics of U.S. Businesses   

 All Establishment Births (2002-2003) 25 8,036 

 All Establishment Deaths (2002-2003) 23 7,730 

 All Establishment Expansions (2002-2003) 85 23,981 

 All Establishment Contractions (2002-2003) 75 22,297 

 All Establishment Constants (2002-2003) 92 28,491 
   
Survey of Business Owners**   

 All firms (2002) 1,610 300,685 

  Number of women-owned firms (2002) 449 77,159 

   Women-owned firms as a percent of all firms (2002) 27.9% 25.7% 
   

  Number of women-owned firms with employees (2002) n/a 10,314 

  Number of women-owned firms with no employees (2002) n/a 66,844 

** The Survey of Business Owners only reports data for counties with 100 or more women-owned firms.  “n/a” = data available but not disclosed. 

 

These data are from: 

County Business Patterns: http://www.census.gov/epcd/cbp/view/cbpview.html 
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS: http://www.bea.gov/bea/regional/reis 

Statistics of U.S. Businesses: http://www.census.gov/csd/susb/susb.htm 

Survey of Business Owners: http://www.census.gov/csd/sbo/ 
 

 

Kentucky: By the Numbers is a program of the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service, 
Community and Economic Development Programs at the University of Kentucky.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. 
Julie N. Zimmerman, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215, 
(859) 257-7583, email: jzimm@email.uky.edu. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin. 
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING 

An Equal Opportunity University 
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Rural entrepreneurship is sometimes called the ‘third leg’ of local economic development.  While there is 
no single way to measure entrepreneurship, many rely on data for small firms to assess its breadth and 
depth.  This issue of “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is based on a special series created for the Kentucky 
Entrepreneurial Coaches Institute (KECI). To foster entrepreneurship, the KECI was formed to 
“encourage diversification of the economies in rural Kentucky.” More information is available at 
http://www.uky.edu/Ag/CLD/KECI.   

 
“Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to  

support local decision making.  The entire series is available online at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

 

 County State 

County Business Patterns   

 Total number of establishments (with employees) (2005) 71 92,176 

  1 to 4 employees 48 46,172 

  5 to 9 employees 11 19,353 

  10 to 19 employees 6 12,834 

  20 to 49 employees 4 8,550 

  50 to 99 employees 2 2,861 

  100 or more employees 0 2,476 
   
 Total number of establishments without employees (2005) 430 263,673 
   
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS   

 Proprietors   
  Total employment (2006) 2,011 2,432,901 

  Proprietors (2006) 970 483,644 

   Proprietors as a percent of total employment (2006) 48.2% 19.9% 
   
  Total employment (2001) 1,858 2,305,386 

  Proprietors (2001) 872 402,642 

   Proprietors as a percent of total employment (2001) 46.9% 17.5% 
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 County State 
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS   

 Proprietors (continued)   

  Percent change in total employment (2001-2006) 8.2% 5.5% 

  Percent change in proprietors (2001-2006) 11.2% 20.1% 
   
Statistics of U.S. Businesses   

 All Establishment Births (2002-2003) 7 8,036 

 All Establishment Deaths (2002-2003) 6 7,730 

 All Establishment Expansions (2002-2003) 16 23,981 

 All Establishment Contractions (2002-2003) 11 22,297 

 All Establishment Constants (2002-2003) 26 28,491 
   
Survey of Business Owners**   

 All firms (2002) 496 300,685 

  Number of women-owned firms (2002) n/a 77,159 

   Women-owned firms as a percent of all firms (2002) n/a 25.7% 
   

  Number of women-owned firms with employees (2002) n/a 10,314 

  Number of women-owned firms with no employees (2002) n/a 66,844 

** The Survey of Business Owners only reports data for counties with 100 or more women-owned firms.  “n/a” = data available but not disclosed. 

 

These data are from: 

County Business Patterns: http://www.census.gov/epcd/cbp/view/cbpview.html 
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS: http://www.bea.gov/bea/regional/reis 

Statistics of U.S. Businesses: http://www.census.gov/csd/susb/susb.htm 

Survey of Business Owners: http://www.census.gov/csd/sbo/ 
 

 

Kentucky: By the Numbers is a program of the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service, 
Community and Economic Development Programs at the University of Kentucky.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. 
Julie N. Zimmerman, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215, 
(859) 257-7583, email: jzimm@email.uky.edu. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin. 
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING 

An Equal Opportunity University 
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Rural entrepreneurship is sometimes called the ‘third leg’ of local economic development.  While there is 
no single way to measure entrepreneurship, many rely on data for small firms to assess its breadth and 
depth.  This issue of “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is based on a special series created for the Kentucky 
Entrepreneurial Coaches Institute (KECI). To foster entrepreneurship, the KECI was formed to 
“encourage diversification of the economies in rural Kentucky.” More information is available at 
http://www.uky.edu/Ag/CLD/KECI.   

 
“Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to  

support local decision making.  The entire series is available online at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

 

 County State 

County Business Patterns   

 Total number of establishments (with employees) (2005) 402 92,176 

  1 to 4 employees 230 46,172 

  5 to 9 employees 83 19,353 

  10 to 19 employees 52 12,834 

  20 to 49 employees 21 8,550 

  50 to 99 employees 2 2,861 

  100 or more employees 14 2,476 
   
 Total number of establishments without employees (2005) 1,597 263,673 
   
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS   

 Proprietors   
  Total employment (2006) 11,274 2,432,901 

  Proprietors (2006) 3,717 483,644 

   Proprietors as a percent of total employment (2006) 33.0% 19.9% 
   
  Total employment (2001) 10,845 2,305,386 

  Proprietors (2001) 3,061 402,642 

   Proprietors as a percent of total employment (2001) 28.2% 17.5% 
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 County State 
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS   

 Proprietors (continued)   

  Percent change in total employment (2001-2006) 4.0% 5.5% 

  Percent change in proprietors (2001-2006) 21.4% 20.1% 
   
Statistics of U.S. Businesses   

 All Establishment Births (2002-2003) 28 8,036 

 All Establishment Deaths (2002-2003) 29 7,730 

 All Establishment Expansions (2002-2003) 93 23,981 

 All Establishment Contractions (2002-2003) 103 22,297 

 All Establishment Constants (2002-2003) 138 28,491 
   
Survey of Business Owners**   

 All firms (2002) 1,858 300,685 

  Number of women-owned firms (2002) 321 77,159 

   Women-owned firms as a percent of all firms (2002) 17.3% 25.7% 
   

  Number of women-owned firms with employees (2002) 59 10,314 

  Number of women-owned firms with no employees (2002) 262 66,844 

** The Survey of Business Owners only reports data for counties with 100 or more women-owned firms.  “n/a” = data available but not disclosed. 

 

These data are from: 

County Business Patterns: http://www.census.gov/epcd/cbp/view/cbpview.html 
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS: http://www.bea.gov/bea/regional/reis 

Statistics of U.S. Businesses: http://www.census.gov/csd/susb/susb.htm 

Survey of Business Owners: http://www.census.gov/csd/sbo/ 
 

 

Kentucky: By the Numbers is a program of the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service, 
Community and Economic Development Programs at the University of Kentucky.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. 
Julie N. Zimmerman, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215, 
(859) 257-7583, email: jzimm@email.uky.edu. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin. 
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING 

An Equal Opportunity University 
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Rural entrepreneurship is sometimes called the ‘third leg’ of local economic development.  While there is 
no single way to measure entrepreneurship, many rely on data for small firms to assess its breadth and 
depth.  This issue of “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is based on a special series created for the Kentucky 
Entrepreneurial Coaches Institute (KECI). To foster entrepreneurship, the KECI was formed to 
“encourage diversification of the economies in rural Kentucky.” More information is available at 
http://www.uky.edu/Ag/CLD/KECI.   

 
“Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to  

support local decision making.  The entire series is available online at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

 

 County State 

County Business Patterns   

 Total number of establishments (with employees) (2005) 124 92,176 

  1 to 4 employees 70 46,172 

  5 to 9 employees 25 19,353 

  10 to 19 employees 15 12,834 

  20 to 49 employees 9 8,550 

  50 to 99 employees 2 2,861 

  100 or more employees 3 2,476 
   
 Total number of establishments without employees (2005) 864 263,673 
   
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS   

 Proprietors   
  Total employment (2006) 4,514 2,432,901 

  Proprietors (2006) 1,979 483,644 

   Proprietors as a percent of total employment (2006) 43.8% 19.9% 
   
  Total employment (2001) 4,552 2,305,386 

  Proprietors (2001) 1,853 402,642 

   Proprietors as a percent of total employment (2001) 40.7% 17.5% 
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 County State 
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS   

 Proprietors (continued)   

  Percent change in total employment (2001-2006) -0.8% 5.5% 

  Percent change in proprietors (2001-2006) 6.8% 20.1% 
   
Statistics of U.S. Businesses   

 All Establishment Births (2002-2003) 8 8,036 

 All Establishment Deaths (2002-2003) 8 7,730 

 All Establishment Expansions (2002-2003) 29 23,981 

 All Establishment Contractions (2002-2003) 30 22,297 

 All Establishment Constants (2002-2003) 45 28,491 
   
Survey of Business Owners**   

 All firms (2002) 849 300,685 

  Number of women-owned firms (2002) 267 77,159 

   Women-owned firms as a percent of all firms (2002) 31.4% 25.7% 
   

  Number of women-owned firms with employees (2002) n/a 10,314 

  Number of women-owned firms with no employees (2002) n/a 66,844 

** The Survey of Business Owners only reports data for counties with 100 or more women-owned firms.  “n/a” = data available but not disclosed. 

 

These data are from: 

County Business Patterns: http://www.census.gov/epcd/cbp/view/cbpview.html 
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS: http://www.bea.gov/bea/regional/reis 

Statistics of U.S. Businesses: http://www.census.gov/csd/susb/susb.htm 

Survey of Business Owners: http://www.census.gov/csd/sbo/ 
 

 

Kentucky: By the Numbers is a program of the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service, 
Community and Economic Development Programs at the University of Kentucky.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. 
Julie N. Zimmerman, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215, 
(859) 257-7583, email: jzimm@email.uky.edu. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin. 
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING 

An Equal Opportunity University 
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Rural entrepreneurship is sometimes called the ‘third leg’ of local economic development.  While there is 
no single way to measure entrepreneurship, many rely on data for small firms to assess its breadth and 
depth.  This issue of “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is based on a special series created for the Kentucky 
Entrepreneurial Coaches Institute (KECI). To foster entrepreneurship, the KECI was formed to 
“encourage diversification of the economies in rural Kentucky.” More information is available at 
http://www.uky.edu/Ag/CLD/KECI.   

 
“Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to  

support local decision making.  The entire series is available online at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

 

 County State 

County Business Patterns   

 Total number of establishments (with employees) (2005) 217 92,176 

  1 to 4 employees 124 46,172 

  5 to 9 employees 48 19,353 

  10 to 19 employees 19 12,834 

  20 to 49 employees 16 8,550 

  50 to 99 employees 4 2,861 

  100 or more employees 6 2,476 
   
 Total number of establishments without employees (2005) 842 263,673 
   
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS   

 Proprietors   
  Total employment (2006) 5,843 2,432,901 

  Proprietors (2006) 2,240 483,644 

   Proprietors as a percent of total employment (2006) 38.3% 19.9% 
   
  Total employment (2001) 5,679 2,305,386 

  Proprietors (2001) 2,021 402,642 

   Proprietors as a percent of total employment (2001) 35.6% 17.5% 
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 County State 
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS   

 Proprietors (continued)   

  Percent change in total employment (2001-2006) 2.9% 5.5% 

  Percent change in proprietors (2001-2006) 10.8% 20.1% 
   
Statistics of U.S. Businesses   

 All Establishment Births (2002-2003) 15 8,036 

 All Establishment Deaths (2002-2003) 22 7,730 

 All Establishment Expansions (2002-2003) 63 23,981 

 All Establishment Contractions (2002-2003) 41 22,297 

 All Establishment Constants (2002-2003) 67 28,491 
   
Survey of Business Owners**   

 All firms (2002) 964 300,685 

  Number of women-owned firms (2002) no data 77,159 

   Women-owned firms as a percent of all firms (2002) no data 25.7% 
   

  Number of women-owned firms with employees (2002) no data 10,314 

  Number of women-owned firms with no employees (2002) no data 66,844 

** The Survey of Business Owners only reports data for counties with 100 or more women-owned firms.  “n/a” = data available but not disclosed. 

 

These data are from: 

County Business Patterns: http://www.census.gov/epcd/cbp/view/cbpview.html 
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS: http://www.bea.gov/bea/regional/reis 

Statistics of U.S. Businesses: http://www.census.gov/csd/susb/susb.htm 

Survey of Business Owners: http://www.census.gov/csd/sbo/ 
 

 

Kentucky: By the Numbers is a program of the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service, 
Community and Economic Development Programs at the University of Kentucky.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. 
Julie N. Zimmerman, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215, 
(859) 257-7583, email: jzimm@email.uky.edu. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin. 
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING 

An Equal Opportunity University 
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Rural entrepreneurship is sometimes called the ‘third leg’ of local economic development.  While there is 
no single way to measure entrepreneurship, many rely on data for small firms to assess its breadth and 
depth.  This issue of “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is based on a special series created for the Kentucky 
Entrepreneurial Coaches Institute (KECI). To foster entrepreneurship, the KECI was formed to 
“encourage diversification of the economies in rural Kentucky.” More information is available at 
http://www.uky.edu/Ag/CLD/KECI.   

 
“Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to  

support local decision making.  The entire series is available online at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

 

 County State 

County Business Patterns   

 Total number of establishments (with employees) (2005) 548 92,176 

  1 to 4 employees 269 46,172 

  5 to 9 employees 130 19,353 

  10 to 19 employees 78 12,834 

  20 to 49 employees 44 8,550 

  50 to 99 employees 13 2,861 

  100 or more employees 14 2,476 
   
 Total number of establishments without employees (2005) 1,677 263,673 
   
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS   

 Proprietors   
  Total employment (2006) 14,944 2,432,901 

  Proprietors (2006) 3,234 483,644 

   Proprietors as a percent of total employment (2006) 21.6% 19.9% 
   
  Total employment (2001) 13,753 2,305,386 

  Proprietors (2001) 2,828 402,642 

   Proprietors as a percent of total employment (2001) 20.6% 17.5% 
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 County State 
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS   

 Proprietors (continued)   

  Percent change in total employment (2001-2006) 8.7% 5.5% 

  Percent change in proprietors (2001-2006) 14.4% 20.1% 
   
Statistics of U.S. Businesses   

 All Establishment Births (2002-2003) 36 8,036 

 All Establishment Deaths (2002-2003) 54 7,730 

 All Establishment Expansions (2002-2003) 154 23,981 

 All Establishment Contractions (2002-2003) 131 22,297 

 All Establishment Constants (2002-2003) 174 28,491 
   
Survey of Business Owners**   

 All firms (2002) 1,968 300,685 

  Number of women-owned firms (2002) 682 77,159 

   Women-owned firms as a percent of all firms (2002) 34.7% 25.7% 
   

  Number of women-owned firms with employees (2002) 37 10,314 

  Number of women-owned firms with no employees (2002) 645 66,844 

** The Survey of Business Owners only reports data for counties with 100 or more women-owned firms.  “n/a” = data available but not disclosed. 

 

These data are from: 

County Business Patterns: http://www.census.gov/epcd/cbp/view/cbpview.html 
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS: http://www.bea.gov/bea/regional/reis 

Statistics of U.S. Businesses: http://www.census.gov/csd/susb/susb.htm 

Survey of Business Owners: http://www.census.gov/csd/sbo/ 
 

 

Kentucky: By the Numbers is a program of the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service, 
Community and Economic Development Programs at the University of Kentucky.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. 
Julie N. Zimmerman, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215, 
(859) 257-7583, email: jzimm@email.uky.edu. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin. 
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING 

An Equal Opportunity University 
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Rural entrepreneurship is sometimes called the ‘third leg’ of local economic development.  While there is 
no single way to measure entrepreneurship, many rely on data for small firms to assess its breadth and 
depth.  This issue of “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is based on a special series created for the Kentucky 
Entrepreneurial Coaches Institute (KECI). To foster entrepreneurship, the KECI was formed to 
“encourage diversification of the economies in rural Kentucky.” More information is available at 
http://www.uky.edu/Ag/CLD/KECI.   

 
“Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to  

support local decision making.  The entire series is available online at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

 

 County State 

County Business Patterns   

 Total number of establishments (with employees) (2005) 183 92,176 

  1 to 4 employees 97 46,172 

  5 to 9 employees 39 19,353 

  10 to 19 employees 23 12,834 

  20 to 49 employees 17 8,550 

  50 to 99 employees 5 2,861 

  100 or more employees 2 2,476 
   
 Total number of establishments without employees (2005) 834 263,673 
   
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS   

 Proprietors   
  Total employment (2006) 5,190 2,432,901 

  Proprietors (2006) 1,860 483,644 

   Proprietors as a percent of total employment (2006) 35.8% 19.9% 
   
  Total employment (2001) 5,320 2,305,386 

  Proprietors (2001) 1,735 402,642 

   Proprietors as a percent of total employment (2001) 32.6% 17.5% 
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 County State 
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS   

 Proprietors (continued)   

  Percent change in total employment (2001-2006) -2.4% 5.5% 

  Percent change in proprietors (2001-2006) 7.2% 20.1% 
   
Statistics of U.S. Businesses   

 All Establishment Births (2002-2003) 14 8,036 

 All Establishment Deaths (2002-2003) 20 7,730 

 All Establishment Expansions (2002-2003) 47 23,981 

 All Establishment Contractions (2002-2003) 52 22,297 

 All Establishment Constants (2002-2003) 51 28,491 
   
Survey of Business Owners**   

 All firms (2002) 946 300,685 

  Number of women-owned firms (2002) n/a 77,159 

   Women-owned firms as a percent of all firms (2002) n/a 25.7% 
   

  Number of women-owned firms with employees (2002) n/a 10,314 

  Number of women-owned firms with no employees (2002) n/a 66,844 

** The Survey of Business Owners only reports data for counties with 100 or more women-owned firms.  “n/a” = data available but not disclosed. 

 

These data are from: 

County Business Patterns: http://www.census.gov/epcd/cbp/view/cbpview.html 
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS: http://www.bea.gov/bea/regional/reis 

Statistics of U.S. Businesses: http://www.census.gov/csd/susb/susb.htm 

Survey of Business Owners: http://www.census.gov/csd/sbo/ 
 

 

Kentucky: By the Numbers is a program of the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service, 
Community and Economic Development Programs at the University of Kentucky.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. 
Julie N. Zimmerman, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215, 
(859) 257-7583, email: jzimm@email.uky.edu. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin. 
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING 

An Equal Opportunity University 
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Rural entrepreneurship is sometimes called the ‘third leg’ of local economic development.  While there is 
no single way to measure entrepreneurship, many rely on data for small firms to assess its breadth and 
depth.  This issue of “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is based on a special series created for the Kentucky 
Entrepreneurial Coaches Institute (KECI). To foster entrepreneurship, the KECI was formed to 
“encourage diversification of the economies in rural Kentucky.” More information is available at 
http://www.uky.edu/Ag/CLD/KECI.   

 
“Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to  

support local decision making.  The entire series is available online at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

 

 County State 

County Business Patterns   

 Total number of establishments (with employees) (2005) 575 92,176 

  1 to 4 employees 329 46,172 

  5 to 9 employees 106 19,353 

  10 to 19 employees 67 12,834 

  20 to 49 employees 46 8,550 

  50 to 99 employees 17 2,861 

  100 or more employees 10 2,476 
   
 Total number of establishments without employees (2005) 1,755 263,673 
   
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS   

 Proprietors   
  Total employment (2006) 13,071 2,432,901 

  Proprietors (2006) 2,972 483,644 

   Proprietors as a percent of total employment (2006) 22.7% 19.9% 
   
  Total employment (2001) 12,978 2,305,386 

  Proprietors (2001) 2,540 402,642 

   Proprietors as a percent of total employment (2001) 19.6% 17.5% 
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 County State 
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS   

 Proprietors (continued)   

  Percent change in total employment (2001-2006) 0.7% 5.5% 

  Percent change in proprietors (2001-2006) 17.0% 20.1% 
   
Statistics of U.S. Businesses   

 All Establishment Births (2002-2003) 42 8,036 

 All Establishment Deaths (2002-2003) 41 7,730 

 All Establishment Expansions (2002-2003) 163 23,981 

 All Establishment Contractions (2002-2003) 138 22,297 

 All Establishment Constants (2002-2003) 206 28,491 
   
Survey of Business Owners**   

 All firms (2002) 2,195 300,685 

  Number of women-owned firms (2002) 440 77,159 

   Women-owned firms as a percent of all firms (2002) 20.0% 25.7% 
   

  Number of women-owned firms with employees (2002) 33 10,314 

  Number of women-owned firms with no employees (2002) 408 66,844 

** The Survey of Business Owners only reports data for counties with 100 or more women-owned firms.  “n/a” = data available but not disclosed. 

 

These data are from: 

County Business Patterns: http://www.census.gov/epcd/cbp/view/cbpview.html 
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS: http://www.bea.gov/bea/regional/reis 

Statistics of U.S. Businesses: http://www.census.gov/csd/susb/susb.htm 

Survey of Business Owners: http://www.census.gov/csd/sbo/ 
 

 

Kentucky: By the Numbers is a program of the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service, 
Community and Economic Development Programs at the University of Kentucky.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. 
Julie N. Zimmerman, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215, 
(859) 257-7583, email: jzimm@email.uky.edu. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin. 
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING 

An Equal Opportunity University 
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Rural entrepreneurship is sometimes called the ‘third leg’ of local economic development.  While there is 
no single way to measure entrepreneurship, many rely on data for small firms to assess its breadth and 
depth.  This issue of “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is based on a special series created for the Kentucky 
Entrepreneurial Coaches Institute (KECI). To foster entrepreneurship, the KECI was formed to 
“encourage diversification of the economies in rural Kentucky.” More information is available at 
http://www.uky.edu/Ag/CLD/KECI.   

 
“Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to  

support local decision making.  The entire series is available online at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

 

 County State 

County Business Patterns   

 Total number of establishments (with employees) (2005) 906 92,176 

  1 to 4 employees 457 46,172 

  5 to 9 employees 199 19,353 

  10 to 19 employees 140 12,834 

  20 to 49 employees 75 8,550 

  50 to 99 employees 16 2,861 

  100 or more employees 19 2,476 
   
 Total number of establishments without employees (2005) 2,984 263,673 
   
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS   

 Proprietors   
  Total employment (2006) 20,630 2,432,901 

  Proprietors (2006) 5,047 483,644 

   Proprietors as a percent of total employment (2006) 24.5% 19.9% 
   
  Total employment (2001) 18,474 2,305,386 

  Proprietors (2001) 4,343 402,642 

   Proprietors as a percent of total employment (2001) 23.5% 17.5% 
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 County State 
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS   

 Proprietors (continued)   

  Percent change in total employment (2001-2006) 11.7% 5.5% 

  Percent change in proprietors (2001-2006) 16.2% 20.1% 
   
Statistics of U.S. Businesses   

 All Establishment Births (2002-2003) 85 8,036 

 All Establishment Deaths (2002-2003) 68 7,730 

 All Establishment Expansions (2002-2003) 260 23,981 

 All Establishment Contractions (2002-2003) 201 22,297 

 All Establishment Constants (2002-2003) 289 28,491 
   
Survey of Business Owners**   

 All firms (2002) 3,369 300,685 

  Number of women-owned firms (2002) 974 77,159 

   Women-owned firms as a percent of all firms (2002) 28.9% 25.7% 
   

  Number of women-owned firms with employees (2002) n/a 10,314 

  Number of women-owned firms with no employees (2002) n/a 66,844 

** The Survey of Business Owners only reports data for counties with 100 or more women-owned firms.  “n/a” = data available but not disclosed. 

 

These data are from: 

County Business Patterns: http://www.census.gov/epcd/cbp/view/cbpview.html 
Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS: http://www.bea.gov/bea/regional/reis 

Statistics of U.S. Businesses: http://www.census.gov/csd/susb/susb.htm 

Survey of Business Owners: http://www.census.gov/csd/sbo/ 
 

 

Kentucky: By the Numbers is a program of the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service, 
Community and Economic Development Programs at the University of Kentucky.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. 
Julie N. Zimmerman, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215, 
(859) 257-7583, email: jzimm@email.uky.edu. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin. 
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING 

An Equal Opportunity University  
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