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With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 1,042 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 1,264 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 250,921 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 64 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

450 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

570 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 601 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 20.9 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 625 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 297 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 120 6,211
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County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 2,866 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $4,758 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $47,282 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $71,279 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$68,406 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$45,376 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$22,981 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 706 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 734 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 89,568 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 79 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

255 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

282 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 425 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 19.5 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 525 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 149 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 32 6,211
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County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 1,029 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $502 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $7,180 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $10,713 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$15,175 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$10,170 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$3,729 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 439 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 527 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 57,663 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 98 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

171 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

222 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 277 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 18.8 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 308 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 93 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 38 6,211
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County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 826 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $195 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $2,014 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $4,041 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$9,205 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$4,589 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$4,217 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 432 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 499 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 62,104 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 100 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

140 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

194 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 266 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 19.5 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 309 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 96 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 27 6,211
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County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 630 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $271 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $3,065 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $4,520 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$10,464 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$7,095 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$3,764 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 745 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 836 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 135,923 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 75 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

393 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

446 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 371 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 16.7 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 515 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 103 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 127 6,211
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County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 3,566 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $18,583 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $78,690 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $139,292 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$186,969 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$105,909 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$76,920 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 1,132 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 1,232 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 189,048 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 102 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

577 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

665 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 628 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 18.7 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 777 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 246 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 109 6,211
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County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 2,688 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $1,968 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $23,907 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $37,044 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$32,724 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$21,100 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$11,626 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 59 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 99 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 7,319 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 62 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

16 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

28 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 27 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 25.3 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 44 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 11 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 4 6,211
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County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 127 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $0 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $523 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $508 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$8,613 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$8,857 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

-$243 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 675 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 739 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 82,636 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 77 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

258 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

275 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 414 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 18.4 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 499 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 112 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 64 6,211
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County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 1,494 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $1,413 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $9,970 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $15,871 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$23,513 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$14,770 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$7,958 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 162 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 164 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 93,677 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 184 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

108 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

111 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 68 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 21.2 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 86 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 65 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 11 6,211
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Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
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University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 220 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $1,072 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $15,654 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $23,260 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$143,579 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$96,630 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$44,165 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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Gallatin County

Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 253 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 288 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 36,406 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 90 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

105 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

121 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 150 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 17.2 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 185 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 52 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 16 6,211
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Gallatin County

Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 671 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $442 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $3,508 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $6,746 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$26,662 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$13,866 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$9,874 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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Garrard County

Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 880 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 984 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 124,749 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 87 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

453 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

537 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 476 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 18.3 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 663 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 144 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 73 6,211
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Garrard County

Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 1,863 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $1,391 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $19,115 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $29,852 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$33,923 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$21,746 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$10,622 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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Grant County

Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 936 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 1,079 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 115,355 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 86 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

330 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

397 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 591 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 19.3 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 709 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 168 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 59 6,211
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Grant County

Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 1,361 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $715 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $9,563 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $15,554 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$16,618 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$10,206 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$5,582 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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Graves County

Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 1,371 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 1,144 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 237,083 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 73 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

517 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

508 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 772 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 19.0 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 993 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 296 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 82 6,211
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Graves County

Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 2,120 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $3,888 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $90,584 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $114,700 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$83,662 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$66,071 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$17,035 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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Grayson County

Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 1,412 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 1,511 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 208,828 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 90 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

505 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

571 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 875 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 19.3 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 1,051 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 295 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 66 6,211
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Grayson County

Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 1,548 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $1,461 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $24,825 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $32,844 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$23,260 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$17,594 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$5,052 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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Green County

Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 1,059 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 1,209 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 129,123 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 82 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

493 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

584 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 611 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 20.2 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 736 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 242 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 81 6,211
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Green County

Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 1,752 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $897 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $14,739 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $23,858 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$22,529 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$13,931 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$8,656 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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