
Social and Economic Education for Development

KENTUCKY: BY THE NUMBERS

~ Agriculture Update ~

Bullitt County

Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 564 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 599 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 56,570 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 50 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

215 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

230 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 326 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 20.1 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 423 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 108 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 33 6,211
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County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 639 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $457 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $6,777 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $7,583 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$13,445 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$12,015 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$915 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 700 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 671 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 151,373 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 118 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

242 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

267 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 438 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 18.4 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 527 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 141 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 32 6,211
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County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 413 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $805 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $16,911 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $21,536 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$30,766 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$24,089 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$3,570 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 608 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 534 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 148,020 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 120 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

214 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

226 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 371 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 21.2 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 480 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 107 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 21 6,211
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County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 684 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $1,277 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $16,764 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $22,631 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$37,221 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$27,573 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$8,249 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 749 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 694 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 145,909 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 73 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

305 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

348 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 450 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 20.1 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 464 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 221 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 64 6,211
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County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 1,623 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $2,978 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $33,831 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $49,112 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$65,571 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$45,168 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$17,149 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 503 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 533 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 45,108 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 67 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

155 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

185 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 329 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 22.3 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 359 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 118 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 26 6,211
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County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 457 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $589 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $4,647 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $5,441 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$10,817 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$9,238 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$4,403 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 323 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 320 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 90,258 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 100 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

135 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

131 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 169 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 22.7 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 215 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 83 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 25 6,211
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County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 438 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $1,169 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $17,465 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $24,949 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$77,243 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$54,071 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$20,866 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 324 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 365 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 59,975 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 100 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

140 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

176 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 195 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 17.5 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 211 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 78 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 35 6,211
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County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 881 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $795 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $4,769 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $8,693 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$26,829 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$14,674 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$10,406 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 872 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 986 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 108,672 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 87 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

296 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

385 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 519 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 19.2 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 667 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 134 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 71 6,211
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County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 1,599 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $387 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $6,305 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $9,373 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$10,748 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$7,222 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$2,933 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 1,332 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 1,489 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 190,623 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 80 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

580 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

701 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 769 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 18.8 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 909 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 325 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 98 6,211
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County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 2,697 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $1,334 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $17,427 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $28,805 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$21,625 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$13,083 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$7,578 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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Christian County

Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 1,158 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 1,171 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 309,615 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 112 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

555 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

561 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 622 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 19.5 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 783 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 266 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 109 6,211
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Christian County

Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 1,995 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $6,162 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $57,441 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $82,557 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$71,293 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$49,603 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$20,729 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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Clark County

Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 847 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 966 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 146,819 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 72 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

385 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

434 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 474 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 18.9 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 624 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 150 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 73 6,211
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Clark County

Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 1,811 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $2,269 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $20,926 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $35,471 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$41,879 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$24,706 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$15,472 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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Clay County

Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 402 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 511 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 57,164 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 85 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

163 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

204 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 215 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 18.5 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 288 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 79 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 35 6,211
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Clay County

Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 640 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $848 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $3,688 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $5,297 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$13,176 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$9,197 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$5,260 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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Clinton County

Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 639 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 747 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 78,057 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 67 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

268 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

325 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 379 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 19.4 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 438 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 167 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 34 6,211
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Clinton County

Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 611 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $350 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $6,932 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $10,978 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$17,179 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$10,848 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$6,728 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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Crittenden County

Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 599 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 509 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 141,557 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 136 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

223 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

215 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 347 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 18.6 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 456 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 112 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 31 6,211
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Crittenden County

Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 308 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $290 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $7,622 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $9,884 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$16,502 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$12,725 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$3,799 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.

< Continued from front side >



Social and Economic Education for Development

KENTUCKY: BY THE NUMBERS

~ Agriculture Update ~

Cumberland County

Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large
scale irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm
enterprises of central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs
435 acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory
categories. With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral
component of many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast
substantial income directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and
wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 524 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 647 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 108,409 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 106 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

238 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

313 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 285 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 18.8 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 385 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 100 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 39 6,211
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Cumberland County

Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 1,220 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $603 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $4,845 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $7,611 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$14,525 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$9,264 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$5,015 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information
contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky,
Lexington, KY  40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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