
Social and Economic Education for Development

KENTUCKY: BY THE NUMBERS

~ Agriculture Update ~

Adair County

Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 1,350 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 1,482 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 160,437 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 76 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

597 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

697 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 778 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 18.6 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 997 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 284 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 69 6,211
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County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 2,209 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $1,415 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $19,434 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $29,640 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$21,956 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$14,396 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$6,912 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 1,097 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 1,186 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 159,149 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 86 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

438 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

501 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 674 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 18.5 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 815 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 228 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 54 6,211
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County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 1,107 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $2,688 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $30,356 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $35,124 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$32,019 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$27,647 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$4,414 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 691 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 767 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 83,948 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 83 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

186 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

233 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 516 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 16.2 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 533 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 129 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 29 6,211
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County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 921 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $619 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $8,401 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $11,397 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$16,494 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$12,175 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$5,285 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 482 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 464 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 118,597 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 98 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

188 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

218 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 299 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 20.2 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 315 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 134 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 33 6,211
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County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 769 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $1,491 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $23,778 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $34,703 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$71,998 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$49,332 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$18,560 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 2,000 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 2,201 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 249,683 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 75 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

901 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

1,095 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 1,154 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 19.7 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 1,479 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 401 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 120 6,211
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County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 3,853 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $3,840 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $41,360 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $59,789 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$29,894 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$20,670 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$8,723 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 799 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 864 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 128,696 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 100 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

405 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

470 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 424 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 17.0 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 584 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 140 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 75 6,211
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County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 2,263 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $1,302 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $12,754 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $22,751 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$28,475 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$15,922 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$12,645 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 54 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 61 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 3,684 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 51 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

10 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

15 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 35 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 20.6 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 39 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 13 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 2 6,211
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County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 43 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $5 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $151 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $127 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$2,352 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$2,790 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

-$438 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 691 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 798 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 79,855 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 50 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

240 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

261 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 437 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 18.7 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 532 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 113 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 46 6,211
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County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 1,024 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $1,966 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $11,339 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $15,856 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$22,946 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$16,410 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$6,503 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 910 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 1,026 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 196,537 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 109 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

480 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

558 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 489 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 17.6 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 628 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 169 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 113 6,211
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County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 2,768 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $9,529 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $49,152 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $89,869 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$98,757 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$54,073 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$42,722 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 207 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 212 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 26,094 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 74 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

47 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

61 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 144 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 16.4 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 139 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 53 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 15 6,211
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Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology
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County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 217 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $101 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $1,922 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $2,271 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$10,969 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$9,286 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$1,330 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 673 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 742 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 94,905 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 66 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

271 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

319 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 410 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 17.7 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 530 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 96 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 47 6,211
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Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 1,291 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $1,172 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $17,622 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $27,040 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$40,178 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$26,223 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$12,447 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 656 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 703 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 91,714 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 100 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

291 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

376 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 408 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 19.5 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 464 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 130 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 62 6,211
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Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 2,337 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $1,349 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $9,122 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $17,639 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$26,888 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$13,906 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$10,903 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large scale
irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm enterprises of
central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs 435
acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory categories.
With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral component of
many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast substantial income
directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 193 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 276 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 46,646 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 100 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

56 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

109 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 101 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 21.6 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 135 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 41 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 17 6,211

< Continued on back side >



 Social and Economic Education for Development

KENTUCKY: BY THE NUMBERS

~ Agriculture Update ~

Breathitt County

Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 154 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $49 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $893 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $1,419 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$7,351 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$4,651 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$2,914 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

With approximately 90,000 farms in 1998, Kentucky ranks fifth in the nation for total number of
farms representing the diversity of agriculture in America.  Here, farming ranges from the large
scale irrigated cash grains operations of the western region to the horse farms and general farm
enterprises of central Kentucky to the small-scale farming of the eastern counties.

While average farm size in Kentucky is substantially smaller than the national average (154 vs
435 acres), Kentucky ranks in the top 20 for production of several crops and livestock inventory
categories. With nearly half of Kentucky’s population residing in rural areas, farming is an integral
component of many local economies, including Kentucky’s metropolitan areas which also boast
substantial income directly from farming and food-related enterprises such as food processing and
wholesale/retail sales.

County State
Farms

Total Number of Farms (1997) 1,379 82,273

Total Number of Farms (1992) 1,473 90,281

Land in Farms (in acres) (1997) 267,918 13,334,234

Median Size of Farm (in acres) (1997) 107 84

Farm Operators

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is Farming
(1997)

563 33,841

Farm Operators for whom Principal Occupation is
Farming (1992)

672 40,175

Number of Operators working any days off farm (1997) 817 48,491

Average Years on Farm (1997) 19.1 18.9

Tenure of Operator--Full Owner (1997) 1,025 58,840

Tenure of Operator- Part Owner (1997) 277 17,222

Tenure of Operator - Tenant (1997) 77 6,211
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Breckinridge County

Julie N. Zimmerman, Nicole Breazeale, and Lori Garkovich
Rural and Economic Development Programs, Rural Sociology

University of Kentucky, College of Agriculture                         September, 2000

County State

Farm Workers

Number of Hired Workers (1997) 1,835 153,602

Hired Worker Payroll (in $1,000s) (1997) $1,681 $209,578

Farm Production

Total Production Expenses (in $1,000s) (1997) $22,596 $2,033,070

Market Value of Products Sold (in $1,000s) (1997) $31,955 $3,064,460

Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (Average per farm
in dollars) (1997)

$23,172 $37,247

Total Farm Production Expenses (Average per farm in dollars)
(1997)

$16,374 $24,714

Net Cash Return from Agricultural Sales for Farm Unit
(Average per farm in dollars) (1997)

$7,063 $11,909

These data are from the 1997 Agriculture Census.

More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service website at
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the
University of Kentucky.  Faculty draw on the resources of the Social and Natural Resources Information Laboratory and professional
contacts at the University of Kentucky, other agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information
contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, SEED, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky,
Lexington, KY  40546 or call (606) 257-7582.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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