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In Kentucky, farming ranges from the large scale irrigated cash grains operations of the western region, to 
the horse farms and general farm enterprises of central Kentucky, to the small scale farming of eastern 

counties.  Every 5 years, the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conducts the 
Census of Agriculture.  For 2007, the Census of Agriculture collected data on a range of new topics 

including internet access, farm energy generation, and community-supported agriculture (CSA).   

For more on the Census of Agriculture, go to: 
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2007/index.asp 

 
   

“Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to  
support local decision making.  The entire series is available online at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 

 
 

 County State
Farms  

Total Number of Farms (2007)  326 85,260

Land in Farms (in acres) (2007) 63,708 13,993,121

 Median Size of Farm (in acres) (2007) 130 80

 Average Size of Farm (in acres) (2007) 195 164

Farm Operators  

Total Number of Principal Operators (2007) 326 85,260

 
Number of Principal Farm Operators for whom Principal 
Occupation is Farming (2007)   148 33,935

 Number of Principle Operators Working any Days off Farm (2007)  218 56,104

 Average Age of Principle Operator (2007)  56.2 56.5

 Number of Principle Operators who are:  

  Male (2007) 296 76,150

  Female (2007) 30 9,110

Tenure   

 Number of Farms -- Full Owners (2007)  238 65,445
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 County State
Tenure (continued)  

 Number of Farms -- Part Owners (2007)  73 16,534

 Number of Farms -- Tenants (2007)  15 3,281

Farm Workers  
 Number of Hired Workers (2007)  347 74,496

 Hired Worker Payroll (in 1,000s) (2007)  $378 $322,169

   
Farm Production  
 Expenses  

  Total Production Expenses (in 1,000s) (2007) $5,796 $3,930,240

  Total Farm Production Expenses (average per farm) (2007) $17,778 $46,097

 Products Sold  

  Market Value of Products Sold (in 1,000s) (2007) $5,354 $4,824,561

  
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (average per farm) 
(2007) $16,424 $56,586

 Net Cash Income  

  Net Cash Farm Income of Operation (average per farm) (2007) $2,428 $15,077

 

These data are from the 2007 Census of Agriculture. 
More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service at: 

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/ 
 

 

Kentucky: By the Numbers is a program of the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service, 
Community and Economic Development Programs at the University of Kentucky.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. 
Julie N. Zimmerman, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215, 
(859) 257-7583, email: jzimm@email.uky.edu. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin. 
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING 

An Equal Opportunity University  

< Continued from front side > 



Social and Economic  
Education for Development 

Community and Economic 
Development Extension Programs 

Kentucky: 

By The Numbers 

Department of  Community and 
Leadership Development 

University of Kentucky 

  

~ Agriculture 2007 ~ 
Carter County 

 
Julie N. Zimmerman and Cecil J. Shelton  
Department of Community and Leadership Development 

June, 2009 
 

In Kentucky, farming ranges from the large scale irrigated cash grains operations of the western region, to 
the horse farms and general farm enterprises of central Kentucky, to the small scale farming of eastern 

counties.  Every 5 years, the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conducts the 
Census of Agriculture.  For 2007, the Census of Agriculture collected data on a range of new topics 

including internet access, farm energy generation, and community-supported agriculture (CSA).   

For more on the Census of Agriculture, go to: 
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2007/index.asp 

 
   

“Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to  
support local decision making.  The entire series is available online at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 

 
 

 County State
Farms  

Total Number of Farms (2007)  895 85,260

Land in Farms (in acres) (2007) 125,503 13,993,121

 Median Size of Farm (in acres) (2007) 92 80

 Average Size of Farm (in acres) (2007) 140 164

Farm Operators  

Total Number of Principal Operators (2007) 895 85,260

 
Number of Principal Farm Operators for whom Principal 
Occupation is Farming (2007)   322 33,935

 Number of Principle Operators Working any Days off Farm (2007)  622 56,104

 Average Age of Principle Operator (2007)  56.6 56.5

 Number of Principle Operators who are:  

  Male (2007) 828 76,150

  Female (2007) 67 9,110

Tenure   

 Number of Farms -- Full Owners (2007)  738 65,445
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 County State
Tenure (continued)  

 Number of Farms -- Part Owners (2007)  127 16,534

 Number of Farms -- Tenants (2007)  30 3,281

Farm Workers  
 Number of Hired Workers (2007)  590 74,496

 Hired Worker Payroll (in 1,000s) (2007)  $500 $322,169

   
Farm Production  
 Expenses  

  Total Production Expenses (in 1,000s) (2007) $10,694 $3,930,240

  Total Farm Production Expenses (average per farm) (2007) $11,949 $46,097

 Products Sold  

  Market Value of Products Sold (in 1,000s) (2007) $7,852 $4,824,561

  
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (average per farm) 
(2007) $8,774 $56,586

 Net Cash Income  

  Net Cash Farm Income of Operation (average per farm) (2007) -$1,344 $15,077

 

These data are from the 2007 Census of Agriculture. 
More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service at: 

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/ 
 

 

Kentucky: By the Numbers is a program of the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service, 
Community and Economic Development Programs at the University of Kentucky.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. 
Julie N. Zimmerman, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215, 
(859) 257-7583, email: jzimm@email.uky.edu. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin. 
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING 

An Equal Opportunity University  
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In Kentucky, farming ranges from the large scale irrigated cash grains operations of the western region, to 
the horse farms and general farm enterprises of central Kentucky, to the small scale farming of eastern 

counties.  Every 5 years, the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conducts the 
Census of Agriculture.  For 2007, the Census of Agriculture collected data on a range of new topics 

including internet access, farm energy generation, and community-supported agriculture (CSA).   

For more on the Census of Agriculture, go to: 
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2007/index.asp 

 
   

“Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to  
support local decision making.  The entire series is available online at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 

 
 

 County State
Farms  

Total Number of Farms (2007)  1,286 85,260

Land in Farms (in acres) (2007) 191,609 13,993,121

 Median Size of Farm (in acres) (2007) 92 80

 Average Size of Farm (in acres) (2007) 149 164

Farm Operators  

Total Number of Principal Operators (2007) 1,286 85,260

 
Number of Principal Farm Operators for whom Principal 
Occupation is Farming (2007)   554 33,935

 Number of Principle Operators Working any Days off Farm (2007)  823 56,104

 Average Age of Principle Operator (2007)  56.0 56.5

 Number of Principle Operators who are:  

  Male (2007) 1,168 76,150

  Female (2007) 118 9,110

Tenure   

 Number of Farms -- Full Owners (2007)  943 65,445
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 County State
Tenure (continued)  

 Number of Farms -- Part Owners (2007)  298 16,534

 Number of Farms -- Tenants (2007)  45 3,281

Farm Workers  
 Number of Hired Workers (2007)  753 74,496

 Hired Worker Payroll (in 1,000s) (2007)  $906 $322,169

   
Farm Production  
 Expenses  

  Total Production Expenses (in 1,000s) (2007) $21,685 $3,930,240

  Total Farm Production Expenses (average per farm) (2007) $16,862 $46,097

 Products Sold  

  Market Value of Products Sold (in 1,000s) (2007) $25,792 $4,824,561

  
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (average per farm) 
(2007) $20,056 $56,586

 Net Cash Income  

  Net Cash Farm Income of Operation (average per farm) (2007) $5,292 $15,077

 

These data are from the 2007 Census of Agriculture. 
More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service at: 

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/ 
 

 

Kentucky: By the Numbers is a program of the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service, 
Community and Economic Development Programs at the University of Kentucky.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. 
Julie N. Zimmerman, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215, 
(859) 257-7583, email: jzimm@email.uky.edu. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin. 
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING 

An Equal Opportunity University  
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In Kentucky, farming ranges from the large scale irrigated cash grains operations of the western region, to 
the horse farms and general farm enterprises of central Kentucky, to the small scale farming of eastern 

counties.  Every 5 years, the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conducts the 
Census of Agriculture.  For 2007, the Census of Agriculture collected data on a range of new topics 

including internet access, farm energy generation, and community-supported agriculture (CSA).   

For more on the Census of Agriculture, go to: 
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2007/index.asp 

 
   

“Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to  
support local decision making.  The entire series is available online at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 

 
 

 County State
Farms  

Total Number of Farms (2007)  1,324 85,260

Land in Farms (in acres) (2007) 346,450 13,993,121

 Median Size of Farm (in acres) (2007) 100 80

 Average Size of Farm (in acres) (2007) 262 164

Farm Operators  

Total Number of Principal Operators (2007) 1,324 85,260

 
Number of Principal Farm Operators for whom Principal 
Occupation is Farming (2007)   573 33,935

 Number of Principle Operators Working any Days off Farm (2007)  847 56,104

 Average Age of Principle Operator (2007)  56.6 56.5

 Number of Principle Operators who are:  

  Male (2007) 1,185 76,150

  Female (2007) 139 9,110

Tenure   

 Number of Farms -- Full Owners (2007)  1,004 65,445
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 County State
Tenure (continued)  

 Number of Farms -- Part Owners (2007)  238 16,534

 Number of Farms -- Tenants (2007)  82 3,281

Farm Workers  
 Number of Hired Workers (2007)  1,294 74,496

 Hired Worker Payroll (in 1,000s) (2007)  $7,078 $322,169

   
Farm Production  
 Expenses  

  Total Production Expenses (in 1,000s) (2007) $97,569 $3,930,240

  Total Farm Production Expenses (average per farm) (2007) $73,692 $46,097

 Products Sold  

  Market Value of Products Sold (in 1,000s) (2007) $103,001 $4,824,561

  
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (average per farm) 
(2007) $77,795 $56,586

 Net Cash Income  

  Net Cash Farm Income of Operation (average per farm) (2007) $21,001 $15,077

 

These data are from the 2007 Census of Agriculture. 
More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service at: 

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/ 
 

 

Kentucky: By the Numbers is a program of the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service, 
Community and Economic Development Programs at the University of Kentucky.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. 
Julie N. Zimmerman, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215, 
(859) 257-7583, email: jzimm@email.uky.edu. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin. 
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING 

An Equal Opportunity University  
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In Kentucky, farming ranges from the large scale irrigated cash grains operations of the western region, to 
the horse farms and general farm enterprises of central Kentucky, to the small scale farming of eastern 

counties.  Every 5 years, the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conducts the 
Census of Agriculture.  For 2007, the Census of Agriculture collected data on a range of new topics 

including internet access, farm energy generation, and community-supported agriculture (CSA).   

For more on the Census of Agriculture, go to: 
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2007/index.asp 

 
   

“Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to  
support local decision making.  The entire series is available online at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 

 
 

 County State
Farms  

Total Number of Farms (2007)  907 85,260

Land in Farms (in acres) (2007) 149,201 13,993,121

 Median Size of Farm (in acres) (2007) 66 80

 Average Size of Farm (in acres) (2007) 164 164

Farm Operators  

Total Number of Principal Operators (2007) 907 85,260

 
Number of Principal Farm Operators for whom Principal 
Occupation is Farming (2007)   386 33,935

 Number of Principle Operators Working any Days off Farm (2007)  605 56,104

 Average Age of Principle Operator (2007)  57.6 56.5

 Number of Principle Operators who are:  

  Male (2007) 780 76,150

  Female (2007) 127 9,110

Tenure   

 Number of Farms -- Full Owners (2007)  703 65,445
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 County State
Tenure (continued)  

 Number of Farms -- Part Owners (2007)  164 16,534

 Number of Farms -- Tenants (2007)  40 3,281

Farm Workers  
 Number of Hired Workers (2007)  868 74,496

 Hired Worker Payroll (in 1,000s) (2007)  $2,300 $322,169

   
Farm Production  
 Expenses  

  Total Production Expenses (in 1,000s) (2007) $26,885 $3,930,240

  Total Farm Production Expenses (average per farm) (2007) $29,641 $46,097

 Products Sold  

  Market Value of Products Sold (in 1,000s) (2007) $32,375 $4,824,561

  
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (average per farm) 
(2007) $35,694 $56,586

 Net Cash Income  

  Net Cash Farm Income of Operation (average per farm) (2007) $10,041 $15,077

 

These data are from the 2007 Census of Agriculture. 
More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service at: 

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/ 
 

 

Kentucky: By the Numbers is a program of the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service, 
Community and Economic Development Programs at the University of Kentucky.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. 
Julie N. Zimmerman, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215, 
(859) 257-7583, email: jzimm@email.uky.edu. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin. 
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING 

An Equal Opportunity University  
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In Kentucky, farming ranges from the large scale irrigated cash grains operations of the western region, to 
the horse farms and general farm enterprises of central Kentucky, to the small scale farming of eastern 

counties.  Every 5 years, the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conducts the 
Census of Agriculture.  For 2007, the Census of Agriculture collected data on a range of new topics 

including internet access, farm energy generation, and community-supported agriculture (CSA).   

For more on the Census of Agriculture, go to: 
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2007/index.asp 

 
   

“Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to  
support local decision making.  The entire series is available online at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 

 
 

 County State
Farms  

Total Number of Farms (2007)  336 85,260

Land in Farms (in acres) (2007) 51,194 13,993,121

 Median Size of Farm (in acres) (2007) 100 80

 Average Size of Farm (in acres) (2007) 152 164

Farm Operators  

Total Number of Principal Operators (2007) 336 85,260

 
Number of Principal Farm Operators for whom Principal 
Occupation is Farming (2007)   104 33,935

 Number of Principle Operators Working any Days off Farm (2007)  238 56,104

 Average Age of Principle Operator (2007)  55.9 56.5

 Number of Principle Operators who are:  

  Male (2007) 292 76,150

  Female (2007) 44 9,110

Tenure   

 Number of Farms -- Full Owners (2007)  258 65,445
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 County State
Tenure (continued)  

 Number of Farms -- Part Owners (2007)  58 16,534

 Number of Farms -- Tenants (2007)  20 3,281

Farm Workers  
 Number of Hired Workers (2007)  274 74,496

 Hired Worker Payroll (in 1,000s) (2007)  $373 $322,169

   
Farm Production  
 Expenses  

  Total Production Expenses (in 1,000s) (2007) $4,677 $3,930,240

  Total Farm Production Expenses (average per farm) (2007) $13,921 $46,097

 Products Sold  

  Market Value of Products Sold (in 1,000s) (2007) $4,223 $4,824,561

  
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (average per farm) 
(2007) $12,567 $56,586

 Net Cash Income  

  Net Cash Farm Income of Operation (average per farm) (2007) $1,015 $15,077

 

These data are from the 2007 Census of Agriculture. 
More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service at: 

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/ 
 

 

Kentucky: By the Numbers is a program of the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service, 
Community and Economic Development Programs at the University of Kentucky.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. 
Julie N. Zimmerman, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215, 
(859) 257-7583, email: jzimm@email.uky.edu. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin. 
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING 

An Equal Opportunity University  
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In Kentucky, farming ranges from the large scale irrigated cash grains operations of the western region, to 
the horse farms and general farm enterprises of central Kentucky, to the small scale farming of eastern 

counties.  Every 5 years, the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conducts the 
Census of Agriculture.  For 2007, the Census of Agriculture collected data on a range of new topics 

including internet access, farm energy generation, and community-supported agriculture (CSA).   

For more on the Census of Agriculture, go to: 
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2007/index.asp 

 
   

“Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to  
support local decision making.  The entire series is available online at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 

 
 

 County State
Farms  

Total Number of Farms (2007)  629 85,260

Land in Farms (in acres) (2007) 91,097 13,993,121

 Median Size of Farm (in acres) (2007) 75 80

 Average Size of Farm (in acres) (2007) 145 164

Farm Operators  

Total Number of Principal Operators (2007) 629 85,260

 
Number of Principal Farm Operators for whom Principal 
Occupation is Farming (2007)   244 33,935

 Number of Principle Operators Working any Days off Farm (2007)  438 56,104

 Average Age of Principle Operator (2007)  56.2 56.5

 Number of Principle Operators who are:  

  Male (2007) 575 76,150

  Female (2007) 54 9,110

Tenure   

 Number of Farms -- Full Owners (2007)  430 65,445
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 County State
Tenure (continued)  

 Number of Farms -- Part Owners (2007)  171 16,534

 Number of Farms -- Tenants (2007)  28 3,281

Farm Workers  
 Number of Hired Workers (2007)  482 74,496

 Hired Worker Payroll (in 1,000s) (2007)  $575 $322,169

   
Farm Production  
 Expenses  

  Total Production Expenses (in 1,000s) (2007) $25,944 $3,930,240

  Total Farm Production Expenses (average per farm) (2007) $41,247 $46,097

 Products Sold  

  Market Value of Products Sold (in 1,000s) (2007) $30,417 $4,824,561

  
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (average per farm) 
(2007) $48,357 $56,586

 Net Cash Income  

  Net Cash Farm Income of Operation (average per farm) (2007) $9,368 $15,077

 

These data are from the 2007 Census of Agriculture. 
More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service at: 

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/ 
 

 

Kentucky: By the Numbers is a program of the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service, 
Community and Economic Development Programs at the University of Kentucky.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. 
Julie N. Zimmerman, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215, 
(859) 257-7583, email: jzimm@email.uky.edu. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin. 
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING 

An Equal Opportunity University  
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In Kentucky, farming ranges from the large scale irrigated cash grains operations of the western region, to 
the horse farms and general farm enterprises of central Kentucky, to the small scale farming of eastern 

counties.  Every 5 years, the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conducts the 
Census of Agriculture.  For 2007, the Census of Agriculture collected data on a range of new topics 

including internet access, farm energy generation, and community-supported agriculture (CSA).   

For more on the Census of Agriculture, go to: 
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2007/index.asp 

 
   

“Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to  
support local decision making.  The entire series is available online at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 

 
 

 County State
Farms  

Total Number of Farms (2007)  740 85,260

Land in Farms (in acres) (2007) 160,116 13,993,121

 Median Size of Farm (in acres) (2007) 118 80

 Average Size of Farm (in acres) (2007) 216 164

Farm Operators  

Total Number of Principal Operators (2007) 740 85,260

 
Number of Principal Farm Operators for whom Principal 
Occupation is Farming (2007)   260 33,935

 Number of Principle Operators Working any Days off Farm (2007)  466 56,104

 Average Age of Principle Operator (2007)  56.0 56.5

 Number of Principle Operators who are:  

  Male (2007) 645 76,150

  Female (2007) 95 9,110

Tenure   

 Number of Farms -- Full Owners (2007)  592 65,445
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 County State
Tenure (continued)  

 Number of Farms -- Part Owners (2007)  113 16,534

 Number of Farms -- Tenants (2007)  35 3,281

Farm Workers  
 Number of Hired Workers (2007)  227 74,496

 Hired Worker Payroll (in 1,000s) (2007)  $602 $322,169

   
Farm Production  
 Expenses  

  Total Production Expenses (in 1,000s) (2007) $17,644 $3,930,240

  Total Farm Production Expenses (average per farm) (2007) $23,843 $46,097

 Products Sold  

  Market Value of Products Sold (in 1,000s) (2007) $19,162 $4,824,561

  
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (average per farm) 
(2007) $25,894 $56,586

 Net Cash Income  

  Net Cash Farm Income of Operation (average per farm) (2007) $6,312 $15,077

 

These data are from the 2007 Census of Agriculture. 
More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service at: 

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/ 
 

 

Kentucky: By the Numbers is a program of the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service, 
Community and Economic Development Programs at the University of Kentucky.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. 
Julie N. Zimmerman, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215, 
(859) 257-7583, email: jzimm@email.uky.edu. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin. 
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING 

An Equal Opportunity University  
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In Kentucky, farming ranges from the large scale irrigated cash grains operations of the western region, to 
the horse farms and general farm enterprises of central Kentucky, to the small scale farming of eastern 

counties.  Every 5 years, the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conducts the 
Census of Agriculture.  For 2007, the Census of Agriculture collected data on a range of new topics 

including internet access, farm energy generation, and community-supported agriculture (CSA).   

For more on the Census of Agriculture, go to: 
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2007/index.asp 

 
   

“Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to  
support local decision making.  The entire series is available online at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 

 
 

 County State
Farms  

Total Number of Farms (2007)  507 85,260

Land in Farms (in acres) (2007) 103,368 13,993,121

 Median Size of Farm (in acres) (2007) 120 80

 Average Size of Farm (in acres) (2007) 204 164

Farm Operators  

Total Number of Principal Operators (2007) 507 85,260

 
Number of Principal Farm Operators for whom Principal 
Occupation is Farming (2007)   193 33,935

 Number of Principle Operators Working any Days off Farm (2007)  308 56,104

 Average Age of Principle Operator (2007)  57.1 56.5

 Number of Principle Operators who are:  

  Male (2007) 464 76,150

  Female (2007) 43 9,110

Tenure   

 Number of Farms -- Full Owners (2007)  372 65,445
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 County State
Tenure (continued)  

 Number of Farms -- Part Owners (2007)  117 16,534

 Number of Farms -- Tenants (2007)  18 3,281

Farm Workers  
 Number of Hired Workers (2007)  376 74,496

 Hired Worker Payroll (in 1,000s) (2007)  $284 $322,169

   
Farm Production  
 Expenses  

  Total Production Expenses (in 1,000s) (2007) $7,623 $3,930,240

  Total Farm Production Expenses (average per farm) (2007) $15,035 $46,097

 Products Sold  

  Market Value of Products Sold (in 1,000s) (2007) $8,003 $4,824,561

  
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (average per farm) 
(2007) $15,785 $56,586

 Net Cash Income  

  Net Cash Farm Income of Operation (average per farm) (2007) $2,976 $15,077

 

These data are from the 2007 Census of Agriculture. 
More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service at: 

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/ 
 

 

Kentucky: By the Numbers is a program of the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service, 
Community and Economic Development Programs at the University of Kentucky.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. 
Julie N. Zimmerman, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215, 
(859) 257-7583, email: jzimm@email.uky.edu. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin. 
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING 

An Equal Opportunity University  
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In Kentucky, farming ranges from the large scale irrigated cash grains operations of the western region, to 
the horse farms and general farm enterprises of central Kentucky, to the small scale farming of eastern 

counties.  Every 5 years, the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conducts the 
Census of Agriculture.  For 2007, the Census of Agriculture collected data on a range of new topics 

including internet access, farm energy generation, and community-supported agriculture (CSA).   

For more on the Census of Agriculture, go to: 
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2007/index.asp 

 
   

“Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to  
support local decision making.  The entire series is available online at http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 

 
 

 County State
Farms  

Total Number of Farms (2007)  1,008 85,260

Land in Farms (in acres) (2007) 256,922 13,993,121

 Median Size of Farm (in acres) (2007) 61 80

 Average Size of Farm (in acres) (2007) 255 164

Farm Operators  

Total Number of Principal Operators (2007) 1,008 85,260

 
Number of Principal Farm Operators for whom Principal 
Occupation is Farming (2007)   455 33,935

 Number of Principle Operators Working any Days off Farm (2007)  651 56,104

 Average Age of Principle Operator (2007)  55.0 56.5

 Number of Principle Operators who are:  

  Male (2007) 945 76,150

  Female (2007) 63 9,110

Tenure   

 Number of Farms -- Full Owners (2007)  701 65,445
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 County State
Tenure (continued)  

 Number of Farms -- Part Owners (2007)  270 16,534

 Number of Farms -- Tenants (2007)  37 3,281

Farm Workers  
 Number of Hired Workers (2007)  1,032 74,496

 Hired Worker Payroll (in 1,000s) (2007)  $6,476 $322,169

   
Farm Production  
 Expenses  

  Total Production Expenses (in 1,000s) (2007) $80,612 $3,930,240

  Total Farm Production Expenses (average per farm) (2007) $79,972 $46,097

 Products Sold  

  Market Value of Products Sold (in 1,000s) (2007) $117,621 $4,824,561

  
Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold (average per farm) 
(2007) $116,687 $56,586

 Net Cash Income  

  Net Cash Farm Income of Operation (average per farm) (2007) $42,834 $15,077

 

These data are from the 2007 Census of Agriculture. 
More data are available from the National Agricultural Statistics Service at: 

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/ 
 

 

Kentucky: By the Numbers is a program of the Department of Community and Leadership Development and the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service, 
Community and Economic Development Programs at the University of Kentucky.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. 
Julie N. Zimmerman, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215, 
(859) 257-7583, email: jzimm@email.uky.edu. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin. 
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING 

An Equal Opportunity University  
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