News Notes and Announcements

THE RURAL SOCIOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA

Of interest to rural sociologists everywhere is the organization of the Rural
Sociological Society of America which took place at the Claridge Hotel, Atlantic
City, New Jersey, on December —, 1937. Approximately 75 rural sociologists in
attendance at the annual meetings of the American Sociological Society were
called into special session by Dr. George von Tungeln, Chairman of the Section
on Rural Sociology, to hear the report of a special committee appointed in De-
cember, 1936, to consider ways and means of better organization for rural soci-
ologists. This committee, consisting of Dwight Sanderson (Chairman), O. D.
Duncan, John H. Kolb, Carl C. Taylot, and B. O. Williams, presented the fol-
lowing report to the meeting.

To the Rural Section of the American Sociological Society:

Your committee, appointed to suggest a plan for the organization of a society
of rural sociologists, preferably as an affiliated unit of the American Sociological
Society, has given careful consideration to the problems involved and has corte-
sponded with the officers of the American Sociological Society and through them
with its executive committee. As a result, we recommend:

1. That the rural section formally propose the two following amendments to
the constitution of the American Sociological Society.

“ARTICLE VIII. Section 2. A section of the society shall be composed of
members of the society interested in a common field of sociological specializa-
tion, or may consist of an independent society or association devoted to a spe-
cial field of sociology, a majority of whose members are members of the
American Sociological Society. The constitution or by-laws of such an inde-
pendent association must specify that it is a section of the American Socio-
logical Society. Sections shall meet annually during the time of, and in the
same city as the annual meeting of the Society.”

The amendment to this section is italicized.

3 et

Atticle VII, Section 5, by inserting after the word “'sections,
provided in Section 2 above.”

except as

These amendments should be presented at the present meeting and cannot be
acted upon until the following year as they must be transmitted by the secretary
to all members two months before the annual meeting. The presentation at the
present time would permit full discussion and enable the members of the rural
section to obtain a reaction of the members of the parent society.

2. Your committee also proposes the adoption of the attached suggested con-
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stitution and by-laws for the creation of a separate organization affiliated with
the American Sociological Society. We suggest that this constitution be circulated
among the members of the rural section and that its adoption be made a special
order of business at the meeting of 1938, after the American Society has voted
upon the proposed amendments.

Respectfully submitted,
J. H. KoLs
CarL C. TAYLOR
B. O. WIiLLIAMS
DwIGHT SANDERSON, Chairman

Dr. O. D. Duncan submits the following as a minority report. (The consti-
tution which he appends is practically identical with that submitted by the ma-
jority report, except that it deletes Article 3.) :

(1) that this group here and now declare itself to be an independent society
and that as an organization its allegiance to the American Sociological Society in
all matters of jurisdiction shall be regarded by this action as having come to
an end,

(2) that for the year 1938 the Rural Sociological Society operate under a
provisional constitution for which purpose a draft of a suggested constitution is
attached hereto,

(3) that a committee be designated to draw up proposals for permanent or-
ganization, to be considered by the Society at its regular annual meeting in 1938.

The committee amended its report by deleting paragraph 2, and its report
was then adopted.

After considerable discussion, the affairs of the Rural Section were brought to
an end, and the group proceeded to organize the Rural Sociological Society of
America, and unanimously elected the following officers for the year 1938.

President: Dwight Sanderson, Cornell University

Vice-President: John H. Kolb, University of Wisconsin

Secretary-Treasurer: T. Lynn Smith, Louisiana State University

The Executive Committee was completed by the election of C. E. Lively and
Carl C. Taylor.

The following provisional constitution was adopted for the year with the
understanding that it would be amended and finally adopted at the next annual
meeting. It was agreed that all members joining this year shall be considered
charter members of the Society.

ProvistoNAL CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE 1. Name. This organization shall be called the Rural Sociological
Society of America.

ARTICLE 2. Objects. The objects of this Society shall be to promote develop-
ment of rural sociology, through research, teaching, and extension work,

ARTICLE 3. Affiliation. This Society shall be affiliated with the American
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Sociological Society and shall constitute a section on Rural Sociology of that
Society.

ARTICLE 4. Members. Any person professionally employed in the field of
rural sociology or who is interested in the objects of this Society, may become a
member upon vote of the Executive Committee.

ARTICLE 5. Officers. The officers of the Society shall consist of a president, a
vice-president, and a secretary-treasurer, whose duties shall be those usually ap-
pertaining to those offices.

ARTICLE 6. Executive Committee. The Executive Committee shall consist of
the officers and two other members to be elected by the Society. The Executive
Committee shall be the governing body of the Society, except insofar as the
Society delegates governmental functions to officers or to other committees inde-
pendent of or in co-operation with the Executive Committee.

ARTICLE 7. Elections. The officers and elected members of the Executive
Committee shall be elected by a majority of the members of the Society present
at the annual meeting. '

ARTICLE 8. Annual Meeting. The constitution may be amended by a two-
thirds vote of those present and voting at any annual meeting, provided that
written notice of any proposed amendment shall be sent to the secretary by five
members of the Society not later than two months after the annual meeting and
shall be transmitted by the secretary to the members of the Society at least one
month before the annual meeting.

SUGGESTED By-LAaws

ARTICLE 1. Membership and Dues

Section 1. Any person interested in the objects of the Society may become a
member upon application and recommendation by a member of the Society
and the favorable vote of the Executive Committee.

Section 2. The annual dues for active members shall be three dollars per
annum, and shall entitle the member to the publications of the Society. Stu-
dents of educational institutions may become associate members upon the
payment of two dollars and fifty cents per annum.

ARTICLE 2. Standing Committees

Section 1. There shall be three standing committees on Research, Teaching,
and Extension work. Each of these committees shall be composed of three
members, one to be elected each year for a term of three years. The senior
member of each committee shall act as its chairman. It shall be the duty of
each of these committees to make inquiry as to the status and progress of that
phase of rural sociology assigned to it, and to make such reports and recom-
mendations to the Society as it may see fit.

Section 2. The Executive Committee and the chairmen of the three Standing
Committees shall constitute a Program Committee for arranging the program
of the annual meeting.

ARTICLE 3, Publications
Section 1. The quarterly journal, Rural Sociology, shall be the official pub-
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