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Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Cameron McAlister, Graduate Assistant. May, 2020

In Kentucky, farming and agriculture range from the large scale irrigated cash grains operations of the western
region, to the horse and general farm enterprises of central Kentucky, to small scale farming in eastern counties. The
Census of Agriculture counts any place from which “$1,000 or more of agricultural products were produced and sold,

or normally would have been sold, during the census year.” The USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS)
conducts the Census of Agriculture every 5 years (in years that end with a “2” or a “7”).

For data on top crops and livestock, see the county profiles at:
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Online_Resources/County_Profiles/Kentucky/index.php

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides access to county data to support local decision making. The entire series is available at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu.

County State

Farms
Total number of farms 811 75,966

Land in farms (acres) 96,780 12,961,784
Median size of farm (acres) 71 70
Average size of farm (acres)

Percent of land area in farms

Principal Producers
Total Number of Principal Producers 100,889

Work
Number of principal producers for whom primary occupation is farming 39,268
Number of principal producers working any days off the farm 64,315
Age and Sex
Average age of principal producers
Number of principal producers who are under 35 years old
Number of principal producers who are male

Number of principal producers who are female

Length of Time Farming

Average number of years principal producer on present farm
Number of principal producers on present farm for 4 years or less

Number of principal producers on present farm for 9 years or less
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The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides access to county data to support local decision making. The entire series is available at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu.

Farm Tenure
Full owner
Part owner
Tenant
Farm Workers
Hired farm workers
Hired farm workers payroll
Total migrant workers*

Unpaid workers*

County

639
145
27

416
$1,387,000
108
913

State

58,847
14,320
2,799

52,701
$442,928,000
10,605
80,840

Farm Production

Expenses
Total farm production expenses $13,480,000 $4,704,510,000

Farm production expenses (average per farm) $16,622 $61,929

Total Products Sold
Market value of agricultural products sold $10,126,000 $5,737,920,000

Market value of agricultural products sold (average per farm) $12,485 $75,533

* Hired farm labor is distinguished from migrant farm labor and unpaid labor. Hired farm labor does not include “contract laborers.” Migrant workers refers to "workers
whose employment requires travel that prevents the worker from returning to his or her permanent place of residence the same day.” Unpaid workers “includes
agricultural workers not on the payroll who performed activities or work on a farm or ranch.” Total migrant workers and unpaid labor were new for the 2012 Agriculture
Census.

N/a = data not disclosed to retain confidentiality.

These data are from the 2017 Census of Agriculture.
Additional data are available from the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:
https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/

Kentucky: By The Numbers is an Extension program in the Department of Community and Leadership Development at the University of Kentucky. For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman, Professor of Rural Sociology, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building,
University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@uky.edu. The entire series is online at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu

(T()llcgc of :\griculturc. on the basis of race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender
Food and Environment expression, pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, or physical or mental disability. UNIVERSITY OF

% University of Kentucky Educational programs of Kentucky Cooperative Extension serve all people regardless of economic or social status and will not discriminate
Cooperative Extension Service KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING
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Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Cameron McAlister, Graduate Assistant. May, 2020

In Kentucky, farming and agriculture range from the large scale irrigated cash grains operations of the western
region, to the horse and general farm enterprises of central Kentucky, to small scale farming in eastern counties. The
Census of Agriculture counts any place from which “$1,000 or more of agricultural products were produced and sold,

or normally would have been sold, during the census year.” The USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS)
conducts the Census of Agriculture every 5 years (in years that end with a “2” or a “7”).

For data on top crops and livestock, see the county profiles at:
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Online_Resources/County_Profiles/Kentucky/index.php

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides access to county data to support local decision making. The entire series is available at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu.

County State

Farms
Total number of farms 1,104 75,966

Land in farms (acres) 251,192 12,961,784
Median size of farm (acres) 60 70
Average size of farm (acres)

Percent of land area in farms

Principal Producers
Total Number of Principal Producers 100,889

Work
Number of principal producers for whom primary occupation is farming 39,268
Number of principal producers working any days off the farm 64,315
Age and Sex
Average age of principal producers
Number of principal producers who are under 35 years old
Number of principal producers who are male

Number of principal producers who are female

Length of Time Farming

Average number of years principal producer on present farm
Number of principal producers on present farm for 4 years or less

Number of principal producers on present farm for 9 years or less
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The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides access to county data to support local decision making. The entire series is available at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu.

Farm Tenure
Full owner
Part owner
Tenant
Farm Workers
Hired farm workers
Hired farm workers payroll
Total migrant workers*

Unpaid workers*

County

808
259
37

968
$9,092,000
522
961

State

58,847
14,320
2,799

52,701
$442,928,000
10,605
80,840

Farm Production

Expenses
Total farm production expenses $226,450,000 $4,704,510,000

Farm production expenses (average per farm) $205,118 $61,929

Total Products Sold
Market value of agricultural products sold $346,157,000 $5,737,920,000

Market value of agricultural products sold (average per farm) $313,548 $75,533

* Hired farm labor is distinguished from migrant farm labor and unpaid labor. Hired farm labor does not include “contract laborers.” Migrant workers refers to "workers
whose employment requires travel that prevents the worker from returning to his or her permanent place of residence the same day.” Unpaid workers “includes
agricultural workers not on the payroll who performed activities or work on a farm or ranch.” Total migrant workers and unpaid labor were new for the 2012 Agriculture
Census.

N/a = data not disclosed to retain confidentiality.

These data are from the 2017 Census of Agriculture.
Additional data are available from the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:
https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/

Kentucky: By The Numbers is an Extension program in the Department of Community and Leadership Development at the University of Kentucky. For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman, Professor of Rural Sociology, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building,
University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@uky.edu. The entire series is online at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu

(T()llcgc of :\griculturc. on the basis of race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender
Food and Environment expression, pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, or physical or mental disability. UNIVERSITY OF

% University of Kentucky Educational programs of Kentucky Cooperative Extension serve all people regardless of economic or social status and will not discriminate
Cooperative Extension Service KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING
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Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Cameron McAlister, Graduate Assistant. May, 2020

In Kentucky, farming and agriculture range from the large scale irrigated cash grains operations of the western
region, to the horse and general farm enterprises of central Kentucky, to small scale farming in eastern counties. The
Census of Agriculture counts any place from which “$1,000 or more of agricultural products were produced and sold,

or normally would have been sold, during the census year.” The USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS)
conducts the Census of Agriculture every 5 years (in years that end with a “2” or a “7”).

For data on top crops and livestock, see the county profiles at:
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Online_Resources/County_Profiles/Kentucky/index.php

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides access to county data to support local decision making. The entire series is available at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu.

County State

Farms
Total number of farms 1,339 75,966

Land in farms (acres) 212,343 12,961,784
Median size of farm (acres) 80 70
Average size of farm (acres)

Percent of land area in farms

Principal Producers
Total Number of Principal Producers 100,889

Work
Number of principal producers for whom primary occupation is farming 39,268
Number of principal producers working any days off the farm 64,315
Age and Sex
Average age of principal producers
Number of principal producers who are under 35 years old
Number of principal producers who are male

Number of principal producers who are female

Length of Time Farming

Average number of years principal producer on present farm
Number of principal producers on present farm for 4 years or less

Number of principal producers on present farm for 9 years or less
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The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides access to county data to support local decision making. The entire series is available at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu.

County State
Farm Tenure

Full owner 1,073 58,847
Part owner 232 14,320
Tenant 34 2,799
Farm Workers

Hired farm workers 547 52,701

Hired farm workers payroll $1,882,000 $442,928,000
Total migrant workers* 7 10,605
Unpaid workers* 80,840

Farm Production

Expenses
Total farm production expenses $51,267,000 $4,704,510,000

Farm production expenses (average per farm) $38,288 $61,929

Total Products Sold
Market value of agricultural products sold $59,578,000 $5,737,920,000

Market value of agricultural products sold (average per farm) $44,494 $75,533

* Hired farm labor is distinguished from migrant farm labor and unpaid labor. Hired farm labor does not include “contract laborers.” Migrant workers refers to "workers
whose employment requires travel that prevents the worker from returning to his or her permanent place of residence the same day.” Unpaid workers “includes
agricultural workers not on the payroll who performed activities or work on a farm or ranch.” Total migrant workers and unpaid labor were new for the 2012 Agriculture
Census.

N/a = data not disclosed to retain confidentiality.

These data are from the 2017 Census of Agriculture.
Additional data are available from the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:
https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/

Kentucky: By The Numbers is an Extension program in the Department of Community and Leadership Development at the University of Kentucky. For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman, Professor of Rural Sociology, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building,
University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@uky.edu. The entire series is online at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu

(T()llcgc of :\griculturc. on the basis of race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender
Food and Environment expression, pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, or physical or mental disability. UNIVERSITY OF

% University of Kentucky Educational programs of Kentucky Cooperative Extension serve all people regardless of economic or social status and will not discriminate
Cooperative Extension Service KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING
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Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Cameron McAlister, Graduate Assistant. May, 2020

In Kentucky, farming and agriculture range from the large scale irrigated cash grains operations of the western
region, to the horse and general farm enterprises of central Kentucky, to small scale farming in eastern counties. The
Census of Agriculture counts any place from which “$1,000 or more of agricultural products were produced and sold,

or normally would have been sold, during the census year.” The USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS)
conducts the Census of Agriculture every 5 years (in years that end with a “2” or a “7”).

For data on top crops and livestock, see the county profiles at:
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Online_Resources/County_Profiles/Kentucky/index.php

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides access to county data to support local decision making. The entire series is available at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu.

County State

Farms
Total number of farms 1,004 75,966

Land in farms (acres) 156,259 12,961,784
Median size of farm (acres) 75 70
Average size of farm (acres)

Percent of land area in farms

Principal Producers
Total Number of Principal Producers 100,889

Work
Number of principal producers for whom primary occupation is farming 39,268
Number of principal producers working any days off the farm 64,315
Age and Sex
Average age of principal producers
Number of principal producers who are under 35 years old
Number of principal producers who are male

Number of principal producers who are female

Length of Time Farming

Average number of years principal producer on present farm
Number of principal producers on present farm for 4 years or less

Number of principal producers on present farm for 9 years or less
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The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides access to county data to support local decision making. The entire series is available at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu.

Farm Tenure
Full owner
Part owner
Tenant
Farm Workers
Hired farm workers
Hired farm workers payroll
Total migrant workers*

Unpaid workers*

County

804
169
31

749
$4,418,000
266
840

State

58,847
14,320
2,799

52,701
$442,928,000
10,605
80,840

Farm Production

Expenses
Total farm production expenses $44,908,000 $4,704,510,000

Farm production expenses (average per farm) $44,729 $61,929

Total Products Sold
Market value of agricultural products sold $53,232,000 $5,737,920,000

Market value of agricultural products sold (average per farm) $53,020 $75,533

* Hired farm labor is distinguished from migrant farm labor and unpaid labor. Hired farm labor does not include “contract laborers.” Migrant workers refers to "workers
whose employment requires travel that prevents the worker from returning to his or her permanent place of residence the same day.” Unpaid workers “includes
agricultural workers not on the payroll who performed activities or work on a farm or ranch.” Total migrant workers and unpaid labor were new for the 2012 Agriculture
Census.

N/a = data not disclosed to retain confidentiality.

These data are from the 2017 Census of Agriculture.
Additional data are available from the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:
https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/

Kentucky: By The Numbers is an Extension program in the Department of Community and Leadership Development at the University of Kentucky. For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman, Professor of Rural Sociology, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building,
University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@uky.edu. The entire series is online at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu

(T()llcgc of :\griculturc. on the basis of race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender
Food and Environment expression, pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, or physical or mental disability. UNIVERSITY OF

% University of Kentucky Educational programs of Kentucky Cooperative Extension serve all people regardless of economic or social status and will not discriminate
Cooperative Extension Service KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING
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Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Cameron McAlister, Graduate Assistant. May, 2020

In Kentucky, farming and agriculture range from the large scale irrigated cash grains operations of the western
region, to the horse and general farm enterprises of central Kentucky, to small scale farming in eastern counties. The
Census of Agriculture counts any place from which “$1,000 or more of agricultural products were produced and sold,

or normally would have been sold, during the census year.” The USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS)
conducts the Census of Agriculture every 5 years (in years that end with a “2” or a “7”).

For data on top crops and livestock, see the county profiles at:
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Online_Resources/County_Profiles/Kentucky/index.php

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides access to county data to support local decision making. The entire series is available at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu.

County State

Farms
Total number of farms 584 75,966

Land in farms (acres) 73,753 12,961,784
Median size of farm (acres) 75 70
Average size of farm (acres)

Percent of land area in farms

Principal Producers
Total Number of Principal Producers 100,889

Work
Number of principal producers for whom primary occupation is farming 39,268
Number of principal producers working any days off the farm 64,315
Age and Sex
Average age of principal producers
Number of principal producers who are under 35 years old
Number of principal producers who are male

Number of principal producers who are female

Length of Time Farming

Average number of years principal producer on present farm
Number of principal producers on present farm for 4 years or less

Number of principal producers on present farm for 9 years or less
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The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides access to county data to support local decision making. The entire series is available at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu.

Farm Tenure
Full owner
Part owner
Tenant
Farm Workers
Hired farm workers
Hired farm workers payroll
Total migrant workers*

Unpaid workers*

County

474
97
13

287
$426,000
n/a

674

State

58,847
14,320
2,799

52,701
$442,928,000
10,605
80,840

Farm Production

Expenses
Total farm production expenses $7,404,000 $4,704,510,000

Farm production expenses (average per farm) $12,678 $61,929

Total Products Sold
Market value of agricultural products sold $5,788,000 $5,737,920,000

Market value of agricultural products sold (average per farm) $9,911 $75,533

* Hired farm labor is distinguished from migrant farm labor and unpaid labor. Hired farm labor does not include “contract laborers.” Migrant workers refers to "workers
whose employment requires travel that prevents the worker from returning to his or her permanent place of residence the same day.” Unpaid workers “includes
agricultural workers not on the payroll who performed activities or work on a farm or ranch.” Total migrant workers and unpaid labor were new for the 2012 Agriculture
Census.

N/a = data not disclosed to retain confidentiality.

These data are from the 2017 Census of Agriculture.
Additional data are available from the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:
https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/

Kentucky: By The Numbers is an Extension program in the Department of Community and Leadership Development at the University of Kentucky. For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman, Professor of Rural Sociology, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building,
University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@uky.edu. The entire series is online at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu

(T()llcgc of :\griculturc. on the basis of race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender
Food and Environment expression, pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, or physical or mental disability. UNIVERSITY OF

% University of Kentucky Educational programs of Kentucky Cooperative Extension serve all people regardless of economic or social status and will not discriminate
Cooperative Extension Service KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING
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Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Cameron McAlister, Graduate Assistant. May, 2020

In Kentucky, farming and agriculture range from the large scale irrigated cash grains operations of the western
region, to the horse and general farm enterprises of central Kentucky, to small scale farming in eastern counties. The
Census of Agriculture counts any place from which “$1,000 or more of agricultural products were produced and sold,

or normally would have been sold, during the census year.” The USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS)
conducts the Census of Agriculture every 5 years (in years that end with a “2” or a “7”).

For data on top crops and livestock, see the county profiles at:
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Online_Resources/County_Profiles/Kentucky/index.php

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides access to county data to support local decision making. The entire series is available at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu.

County State

Farms
Total number of farms 321 75,966

Land in farms (acres) 47,726 12,961,784
Median size of farm (acres) 81 70
Average size of farm (acres)

Percent of land area in farms

Principal Producers
Total Number of Principal Producers 100,889

Work
Number of principal producers for whom primary occupation is farming 39,268
Number of principal producers working any days off the farm 64,315
Age and Sex
Average age of principal producers
Number of principal producers who are under 35 years old
Number of principal producers who are male

Number of principal producers who are female

Length of Time Farming

Average number of years principal producer on present farm
Number of principal producers on present farm for 4 years or less

Number of principal producers on present farm for 9 years or less
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The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides access to county data to support local decision making. The entire series is available at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu.

County State
Farm Tenure

Full owner 250 58,847
Part owner 14,320
Tenant 2,799
Farm Workers
Hired farm workers 93 52,701
Hired farm workers payroll $350,000 $442,928,000
Total migrant workers* n/a 10,605

Unpaid workers* 382 80,840

Farm Production

Expenses
Total farm production expenses $9,495,000 $4,704,510,000

Farm production expenses (average per farm) $29,581 $61,929

Total Products Sold
Market value of agricultural products sold $11,597,000 $5,737,920,000

Market value of agricultural products sold (average per farm) $36,128 $75,533

* Hired farm labor is distinguished from migrant farm labor and unpaid labor. Hired farm labor does not include “contract laborers.” Migrant workers refers to "workers
whose employment requires travel that prevents the worker from returning to his or her permanent place of residence the same day.” Unpaid workers “includes
agricultural workers not on the payroll who performed activities or work on a farm or ranch.” Total migrant workers and unpaid labor were new for the 2012 Agriculture
Census.

N/a = data not disclosed to retain confidentiality.

These data are from the 2017 Census of Agriculture.
Additional data are available from the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:
https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/

Kentucky: By The Numbers is an Extension program in the Department of Community and Leadership Development at the University of Kentucky. For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman, Professor of Rural Sociology, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building,
University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@uky.edu. The entire series is online at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu

(T()llcgc of :\griculturc. on the basis of race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender
Food and Environment expression, pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, or physical or mental disability. UNIVERSITY OF

% University of Kentucky Educational programs of Kentucky Cooperative Extension serve all people regardless of economic or social status and will not discriminate
Cooperative Extension Service KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING
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Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Cameron McAlister, Graduate Assistant. May, 2020

In Kentucky, farming and agriculture range from the large scale irrigated cash grains operations of the western
region, to the horse and general farm enterprises of central Kentucky, to small scale farming in eastern counties. The
Census of Agriculture counts any place from which “$1,000 or more of agricultural products were produced and sold,

or normally would have been sold, during the census year.” The USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS)
conducts the Census of Agriculture every 5 years (in years that end with a “2” or a “7”).

For data on top crops and livestock, see the county profiles at:
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Online_Resources/County_Profiles/Kentucky/index.php

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides access to county data to support local decision making. The entire series is available at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu.

County State

Farms
Total number of farms 1,305 75,966

Land in farms (acres) 199,201 12,961,784
Median size of farm (acres) 50 70
Average size of farm (acres)

Percent of land area in farms

Principal Producers
Total Number of Principal Producers 100,889

Work
Number of principal producers for whom primary occupation is farming 39,268
Number of principal producers working any days off the farm 64,315
Age and Sex
Average age of principal producers
Number of principal producers who are under 35 years old
Number of principal producers who are male

Number of principal producers who are female

Length of Time Farming

Average number of years principal producer on present farm
Number of principal producers on present farm for 4 years or less

Number of principal producers on present farm for 9 years or less
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The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides access to county data to support local decision making. The entire series is available at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu.

Farm Tenure
Full owner
Part owner
Tenant
Farm Workers
Hired farm workers
Hired farm workers payroll
Total migrant workers*

Unpaid workers*

County

1,034
234
37

459
$3,623,000
109

1,338

State

58,847
14,320
2,799

52,701
$442,928,000
10,605
80,840

Farm Production

Expenses
Total farm production expenses $55,068,000 $4,704,510,000

Farm production expenses (average per farm) $42,198 $61,929

Total Products Sold
Market value of agricultural products sold $59,242,000 $5,737,920,000

Market value of agricultural products sold (average per farm) $45,396 $75,533

* Hired farm labor is distinguished from migrant farm labor and unpaid labor. Hired farm labor does not include “contract laborers.” Migrant workers refers to "workers
whose employment requires travel that prevents the worker from returning to his or her permanent place of residence the same day.” Unpaid workers “includes
agricultural workers not on the payroll who performed activities or work on a farm or ranch.” Total migrant workers and unpaid labor were new for the 2012 Agriculture
Census.

N/a = data not disclosed to retain confidentiality.

These data are from the 2017 Census of Agriculture.
Additional data are available from the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:
https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/

Kentucky: By The Numbers is an Extension program in the Department of Community and Leadership Development at the University of Kentucky. For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman, Professor of Rural Sociology, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building,
University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@uky.edu. The entire series is online at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu

(T()llcgc of :\griculturc. on the basis of race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender
Food and Environment expression, pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, or physical or mental disability. UNIVERSITY OF

% University of Kentucky Educational programs of Kentucky Cooperative Extension serve all people regardless of economic or social status and will not discriminate
Cooperative Extension Service KENTUCKY, KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, AND KENTUCKY COUNTIES, COOPERATING




~ Census of Agriculture ~

2017 Agriculture S =1

J

ks
Harlan County [=]c*

http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu Kentucky: By The Numbers
http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu

Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Cameron McAlister, Graduate Assistant. May, 2020

In Kentucky, farming and agriculture range from the large scale irrigated cash grains operations of the western
region, to the horse and general farm enterprises of central Kentucky, to small scale farming in eastern counties. The
Census of Agriculture counts any place from which “$1,000 or more of agricultural products were produced and sold,

or normally would have been sold, during the census year.” The USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS)
conducts the Census of Agriculture every 5 years (in years that end with a “2” or a “7”).

For data on top crops and livestock, see the county profiles at:
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Online_Resources/County_Profiles/Kentucky/index.php

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides access to county data to support local decision making. The entire series is available at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu.

County State

Farms
Total number of farms 39 75,966

Land in farms (acres) 12,961,784
Median size of farm (acres) 70
Average size of farm (acres)

Percent of land area in farms

Principal Producers
Total Number of Principal Producers 100,889

Work
Number of principal producers for whom primary occupation is farming 39,268
Number of principal producers working any days off the farm 64,315
Age and Sex
Average age of principal producers
Number of principal producers who are under 35 years old
Number of principal producers who are male

Number of principal producers who are female

Length of Time Farming

Average number of years principal producer on present farm
Number of principal producers on present farm for 4 years or less

Number of principal producers on present farm for 9 years or less
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The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides access to county data to support local decision making. The entire series is available at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu.

County State
Farm Tenure

Full owner 58,847
Part owner 14,320
Tenant 2,799
Farm Workers

Hired farm workers 16 52,701

Hired farm workers payroll $46,000 $442,928,000
Total migrant workers* 0 10,605
Unpaid workers* 55 80,840

Farm Production

Expenses
Total farm production expenses $382,000 $4,704,510,000

Farm production expenses (average per farm) $9,795 $61,929

Total Products Sold
Market value of agricultural products sold $211,000 $5,737,920,000

Market value of agricultural products sold (average per farm) $5,417 $75,533

* Hired farm labor is distinguished from migrant farm labor and unpaid labor. Hired farm labor does not include “contract laborers.” Migrant workers refers to "workers
whose employment requires travel that prevents the worker from returning to his or her permanent place of residence the same day.” Unpaid workers “includes
agricultural workers not on the payroll who performed activities or work on a farm or ranch.” Total migrant workers and unpaid labor were new for the 2012 Agriculture
Census.

N/a = data not disclosed to retain confidentiality.

These data are from the 2017 Census of Agriculture.
Additional data are available from the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:
https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/

Kentucky: By The Numbers is an Extension program in the Department of Community and Leadership Development at the University of Kentucky. For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman, Professor of Rural Sociology, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building,
University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@uky.edu. The entire series is online at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu
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Julie N. Zimmerman. Professor, Rural Sociology. Cameron McAlister, Graduate Assistant. May, 2020

In Kentucky, farming and agriculture range from the large scale irrigated cash grains operations of the western
region, to the horse and general farm enterprises of central Kentucky, to small scale farming in eastern counties. The
Census of Agriculture counts any place from which “$1,000 or more of agricultural products were produced and sold,

or normally would have been sold, during the census year.” The USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS)
conducts the Census of Agriculture every 5 years (in years that end with a “2” or a “7”).

For data on top crops and livestock, see the county profiles at:
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Online_Resources/County_Profiles/Kentucky/index.php

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides access to county data to support local decision making. The entire series is available at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu.

County State

Farms
Total number of farms 1,138 75,966

Land in farms (acres) 167,635 12,961,784
Median size of farm (acres) 76 70
Average size of farm (acres)

Percent of land area in farms

Principal Producers
Total Number of Principal Producers 100,889

Work
Number of principal producers for whom primary occupation is farming 39,268
Number of principal producers working any days off the farm 64,315
Age and Sex
Average age of principal producers
Number of principal producers who are under 35 years old
Number of principal producers who are male

Number of principal producers who are female

Length of Time Farming

Average number of years principal producer on present farm
Number of principal producers on present farm for 4 years or less

Number of principal producers on present farm for 9 years or less
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The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides access to county data to support local decision making. The entire series is available at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu.

Farm Tenure
Full owner
Part owner
Tenant
Farm Workers
Hired farm workers
Hired farm workers payroll
Total migrant workers*

Unpaid workers*

County

889
208
41

918
$4,100,000
343

1,133

State

58,847
14,320
2,799

52,701
$442,928,000
10,605
80,840

Farm Production

Expenses
Total farm production expenses $35,183,000 $4,704,510,000

Farm production expenses (average per farm) $30,917 $61,929

Total Products Sold
Market value of agricultural products sold $35,107,000 $5,737,920,000

Market value of agricultural products sold (average per farm) $30,849 $75,533

* Hired farm labor is distinguished from migrant farm labor and unpaid labor. Hired farm labor does not include “contract laborers.” Migrant workers refers to "workers
whose employment requires travel that prevents the worker from returning to his or her permanent place of residence the same day.” Unpaid workers “includes
agricultural workers not on the payroll who performed activities or work on a farm or ranch.” Total migrant workers and unpaid labor were new for the 2012 Agriculture
Census.

N/a = data not disclosed to retain confidentiality.

These data are from the 2017 Census of Agriculture.
Additional data are available from the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:
https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/

Kentucky: By The Numbers is an Extension program in the Department of Community and Leadership Development at the University of Kentucky. For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman, Professor of Rural Sociology, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building,
University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@uky.edu. The entire series is online at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu
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In Kentucky, farming and agriculture range from the large scale irrigated cash grains operations of the western
region, to the horse and general farm enterprises of central Kentucky, to small scale farming in eastern counties. The
Census of Agriculture counts any place from which “$1,000 or more of agricultural products were produced and sold,

or normally would have been sold, during the census year.” The USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS)
conducts the Census of Agriculture every 5 years (in years that end with a “2” or a “7”).

For data on top crops and livestock, see the county profiles at:
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Online_Resources/County_Profiles/Kentucky/index.php

The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides access to county data to support local decision making. The entire series is available at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu.

County State

Farms
Total number of farms 1,287 75,966

Land in farms (acres) 169,771 12,961,784
Median size of farm (acres) 69 70
Average size of farm (acres)

Percent of land area in farms

Principal Producers
Total Number of Principal Producers 100,889

Work
Number of principal producers for whom primary occupation is farming 39,268
Number of principal producers working any days off the farm 64,315
Age and Sex
Average age of principal producers
Number of principal producers who are under 35 years old
Number of principal producers who are male

Number of principal producers who are female

Length of Time Farming

Average number of years principal producer on present farm
Number of principal producers on present farm for 4 years or less

Number of principal producers on present farm for 9 years or less
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The Kentucky: By the Numbers Data Series provides access to county data to support local decision making. The entire series is available at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu.

Farm Tenure
Full owner
Part owner
Tenant
Farm Workers
Hired farm workers
Hired farm workers payroll
Total migrant workers*

Unpaid workers*

County

1,049
205
33

767
$3,370,000
242

1,362

State

58,847
14,320
2,799

52,701
$442,928,000
10,605
80,840

Farm Production

Expenses
Total farm production expenses $35,527,000 $4,704,510,000

Farm production expenses (average per farm) $27,605 $61,929

Total Products Sold
Market value of agricultural products sold $36,786,000 $5,737,920,000

Market value of agricultural products sold (average per farm) $28,583 $75,533

* Hired farm labor is distinguished from migrant farm labor and unpaid labor. Hired farm labor does not include “contract laborers.” Migrant workers refers to "workers
whose employment requires travel that prevents the worker from returning to his or her permanent place of residence the same day.” Unpaid workers “includes
agricultural workers not on the payroll who performed activities or work on a farm or ranch.” Total migrant workers and unpaid labor were new for the 2012 Agriculture
Census.

N/a = data not disclosed to retain confidentiality.

These data are from the 2017 Census of Agriculture.
Additional data are available from the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at:
https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/

Kentucky: By The Numbers is an Extension program in the Department of Community and Leadership Development at the University of Kentucky. For more information contact
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman, Professor of Rural Sociology, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building,
University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@uky.edu. The entire series is online at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu
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