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The Census of Agriculture is conducted every five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).  This issue of Kentucky: By the Numbers provides basic information from the 

2002 Census of Agriculture. 
 

 “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to 
 support local decision making.  The entire series is available online in the “Kentucky: By the Numbers” section of our  

SNARL website at: http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

Farms County State

 Total number of farms 726 86,541
 Total land in farms (acres)  128,123 13,843,706
    

 Average size of farms (acres)  176 160
 Median size of farms (acres)  113 94

Principal Operators 

 Number of principal operators  726 86,541
 Number of principal operators who are women  95 8,274
 Percent of principal operators who are women  13.1% 9.6%
   

 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming  443 46,939
 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is not farming 283 39,602
 Percent of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming 61.0% 54.2%
   

 Number of principal operators working any days off farm  384 49,176
 Number of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  281 36,532
 Percent of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  38.7% 42.2%
   
   
   

 

These data are from the 2002 Census of Agriculture 
and were downloaded at: 

http://www.usda.gov/nass/ 
 

 

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University of Kentucky.  
Faculty draw on the resources of the Department for Community and Leadership Development and professional contacts at the University of Kentucky, other 
agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, 
Community and Economic Development Extension Program, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY  40546 or call (859) 257-7582. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,  
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.

http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl


KENTUCKY: BY THE NUMBERS Social and Economic  
Education for Development 

~ 2002 Agriculture Update ~ 
 

Meade County 
 Community and Economic 

Development Extension Programs Julie N. Zimmerman and Sarah Michelle Frank 
Department of Community and Leadership Development 

May, 2005 
 

The Census of Agriculture is conducted every five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).  This issue of Kentucky: By the Numbers provides basic information from the 

2002 Census of Agriculture. 
 

 “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to 
 support local decision making.  The entire series is available online in the “Kentucky: By the Numbers” section of our  

SNARL website at: http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

Farms County State

 Total number of farms 955 86,541
 Total land in farms (acres)  134,771 13,843,706
    

 Average size of farms (acres)  141 160
 Median size of farms (acres)  75 94

Principal Operators 

 Number of principal operators  955 86,541
 Number of principal operators who are women  95 8,274
 Percent of principal operators who are women  9.9% 9.6%
   

 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming  517 46,939
 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is not farming 438 39,602
 Percent of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming 54.1% 54.2%
   

 Number of principal operators working any days off farm  564 49,176
 Number of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  446 36,532
 Percent of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  46.7% 42.2%
   
   
   

 

These data are from the 2002 Census of Agriculture 
and were downloaded at: 

http://www.usda.gov/nass/ 
 

 

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University of Kentucky.  
Faculty draw on the resources of the Department for Community and Leadership Development and professional contacts at the University of Kentucky, other 
agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, 
Community and Economic Development Extension Program, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY  40546 or call (859) 257-7582. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,  
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.

http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl
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The Census of Agriculture is conducted every five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).  This issue of Kentucky: By the Numbers provides basic information from the 

2002 Census of Agriculture. 
 

 “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to 
 support local decision making.  The entire series is available online in the “Kentucky: By the Numbers” section of our  

SNARL website at: http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

Farms County State

 Total number of farms 334 86,541
 Total land in farms (acres)  37,012 13,843,706
    

 Average size of farms (acres)  111 160
 Median size of farms (acres)  80 94

Principal Operators 

 Number of principal operators  334 86,541
 Number of principal operators who are women  37 8,274
 Percent of principal operators who are women  11.1% 9.6%
   

 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming  161 46,939
 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is not farming 173 39,602
 Percent of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming 48.2% 54.2%
   

 Number of principal operators working any days off farm  201 49,176
 Number of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  164 36,532
 Percent of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  49.1% 42.2%
   
   
   

 

These data are from the 2002 Census of Agriculture 
and were downloaded at: 

http://www.usda.gov/nass/ 
 

 

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University of Kentucky.  
Faculty draw on the resources of the Department for Community and Leadership Development and professional contacts at the University of Kentucky, other 
agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, 
Community and Economic Development Extension Program, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY  40546 or call (859) 257-7582. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,  
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.

http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl
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The Census of Agriculture is conducted every five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).  This issue of Kentucky: By the Numbers provides basic information from the 

2002 Census of Agriculture. 
 

 “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to 
 support local decision making.  The entire series is available online in the “Kentucky: By the Numbers” section of our  

SNARL website at: http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

Farms County State

 Total number of farms 1,086 86,541
 Total land in farms (acres)  133,692 13,843,706
    

 Average size of farms (acres)  123 160
 Median size of farms (acres)  78 94

Principal Operators 

 Number of principal operators  1,086 86,541
 Number of principal operators who are women  96 8,274
 Percent of principal operators who are women  8.8% 9.6%
   

 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming  589 46,939
 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is not farming 497 39,602
 Percent of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming 54.2% 54.2%
   

 Number of principal operators working any days off farm  643 49,176
 Number of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  485 36,532
 Percent of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  44.7% 42.2%
   
   
   

 

These data are from the 2002 Census of Agriculture 
and were downloaded at: 

http://www.usda.gov/nass/ 
 

 

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University of Kentucky.  
Faculty draw on the resources of the Department for Community and Leadership Development and professional contacts at the University of Kentucky, other 
agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, 
Community and Economic Development Extension Program, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY  40546 or call (859) 257-7582. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,  
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.

http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl
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The Census of Agriculture is conducted every five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).  This issue of Kentucky: By the Numbers provides basic information from the 

2002 Census of Agriculture. 
 

 “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to 
 support local decision making.  The entire series is available online in the “Kentucky: By the Numbers” section of our  

SNARL website at: http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

Farms County State

 Total number of farms 950 86,541
 Total land in farms (acres)  131,990 13,843,706
    

 Average size of farms (acres)  139 160
 Median size of farms (acres)  100 94

Principal Operators 

 Number of principal operators  950 86,541
 Number of principal operators who are women  76 8,274
 Percent of principal operators who are women  8.0% 9.6%
   

 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming  594 46,939
 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is not farming 356 39,602
 Percent of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming 62.5% 54.2%
   

 Number of principal operators working any days off farm  571 49,176
 Number of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  400 36,532
 Percent of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  42.1% 42.2%
   
   
   

 

These data are from the 2002 Census of Agriculture 
and were downloaded at: 

http://www.usda.gov/nass/ 
 

 

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University of Kentucky.  
Faculty draw on the resources of the Department for Community and Leadership Development and professional contacts at the University of Kentucky, other 
agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, 
Community and Economic Development Extension Program, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY  40546 or call (859) 257-7582. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,  
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.

http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl


KENTUCKY: BY THE NUMBERS Social and Economic  
Education for Development 

~ 2002 Agriculture Update ~ 
 

Monroe County 
 Community and Economic 

Development Extension Programs Julie N. Zimmerman and Sarah Michelle Frank 
Department of Community and Leadership Development 

May, 2005 
 

The Census of Agriculture is conducted every five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).  This issue of Kentucky: By the Numbers provides basic information from the 

2002 Census of Agriculture. 
 

 “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to 
 support local decision making.  The entire series is available online in the “Kentucky: By the Numbers” section of our  

SNARL website at: http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

Farms County State

 Total number of farms 980 86,541
 Total land in farms (acres)  162,481 13,843,706
    

 Average size of farms (acres)  166 160
 Median size of farms (acres)  103 94

Principal Operators 

 Number of principal operators  980 86,541
 Number of principal operators who are women  66 8,274
 Percent of principal operators who are women  6.7% 9.6%
   

 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming  556 46,939
 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is not farming 424 39,602
 Percent of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming 56.7% 54.2%
   

 Number of principal operators working any days off farm  618 49,176
 Number of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  465 36,532
 Percent of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  47.4% 42.2%
   
   
   

 

These data are from the 2002 Census of Agriculture 
and were downloaded at: 

http://www.usda.gov/nass/ 
 

 

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University of Kentucky.  
Faculty draw on the resources of the Department for Community and Leadership Development and professional contacts at the University of Kentucky, other 
agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, 
Community and Economic Development Extension Program, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY  40546 or call (859) 257-7582. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,  
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.

http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl
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The Census of Agriculture is conducted every five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).  This issue of Kentucky: By the Numbers provides basic information from the 

2002 Census of Agriculture. 
 

 “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to 
 support local decision making.  The entire series is available online in the “Kentucky: By the Numbers” section of our  

SNARL website at: http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

Farms County State

 Total number of farms 676 86,541
 Total land in farms (acres)  90,951 13,843,706
    

 Average size of farms (acres)  135 160
 Median size of farms (acres)  94 94

Principal Operators 

 Number of principal operators  676 86,541
 Number of principal operators who are women  65 8,274
 Percent of principal operators who are women  9.6% 9.6%
   

 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming  339 46,939
 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is not farming 337 39,602
 Percent of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming 50.1% 54.2%
   

 Number of principal operators working any days off farm  392 49,176
 Number of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  296 36,532
 Percent of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  43.8% 42.2%
   
   
   

 

These data are from the 2002 Census of Agriculture 
and were downloaded at: 

http://www.usda.gov/nass/ 
 

 

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University of Kentucky.  
Faculty draw on the resources of the Department for Community and Leadership Development and professional contacts at the University of Kentucky, other 
agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, 
Community and Economic Development Extension Program, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY  40546 or call (859) 257-7582. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,  
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.

http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl
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The Census of Agriculture is conducted every five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).  This issue of Kentucky: By the Numbers provides basic information from the 

2002 Census of Agriculture. 
 

 “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to 
 support local decision making.  The entire series is available online in the “Kentucky: By the Numbers” section of our  

SNARL website at: http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

Farms County State

 Total number of farms 804 86,541
 Total land in farms (acres)  115,559 13,843,706
    

 Average size of farms (acres)  144 160
 Median size of farms (acres)  100 94

Principal Operators 

 Number of principal operators  804 86,541
 Number of principal operators who are women  101 8,274
 Percent of principal operators who are women  12.6% 9.6%
   

 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming  406 46,939
 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is not farming 398 39,602
 Percent of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming 50.5% 54.2%
   

 Number of principal operators working any days off farm  493 49,176
 Number of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  362 36,532
 Percent of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  45.0% 42.2%
   
   
   

 

These data are from the 2002 Census of Agriculture 
and were downloaded at: 

http://www.usda.gov/nass/ 
 

 

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University of Kentucky.  
Faculty draw on the resources of the Department for Community and Leadership Development and professional contacts at the University of Kentucky, other 
agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, 
Community and Economic Development Extension Program, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY  40546 or call (859) 257-7582. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,  
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.

http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl
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The Census of Agriculture is conducted every five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).  This issue of Kentucky: By the Numbers provides basic information from the 

2002 Census of Agriculture. 
 

 “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to 
 support local decision making.  The entire series is available online in the “Kentucky: By the Numbers” section of our  

SNARL website at: http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

Farms County State

 Total number of farms 667 86,541
 Total land in farms (acres)  138,376 13,843,706
    

 Average size of farms (acres)  207 160
 Median size of farms (acres)  109 94

Principal Operators 

 Number of principal operators  667 86,541
 Number of principal operators who are women  52 8,274
 Percent of principal operators who are women  7.8% 9.6%
   

 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming  361 46,939
 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is not farming 306 39,602
 Percent of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming 54.1% 54.2%
   

 Number of principal operators working any days off farm  331 49,176
 Number of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  250 36,532
 Percent of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  37.5% 42.2%
   
   
   

 

These data are from the 2002 Census of Agriculture 
and were downloaded at: 

http://www.usda.gov/nass/ 
 

 

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University of Kentucky.  
Faculty draw on the resources of the Department for Community and Leadership Development and professional contacts at the University of Kentucky, other 
agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, 
Community and Economic Development Extension Program, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY  40546 or call (859) 257-7582. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,  
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.

http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl
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The Census of Agriculture is conducted every five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).  This issue of Kentucky: By the Numbers provides basic information from the 

2002 Census of Agriculture. 
 

 “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to 
 support local decision making.  The entire series is available online in the “Kentucky: By the Numbers” section of our  

SNARL website at: http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

Farms County State

 Total number of farms 1,407 86,541
 Total land in farms (acres)  189,104 13,843,706
    

 Average size of farms (acres)  134 160
 Median size of farms (acres)  85 94

Principal Operators 

 Number of principal operators  1,407 86,541
 Number of principal operators who are women  113 8,274
 Percent of principal operators who are women  8.0% 9.6%
   

 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming  798 46,939
 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is not farming 609 39,602
 Percent of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming 56.7% 54.2%
   

 Number of principal operators working any days off farm  833 49,176
 Number of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  679 36,532
 Percent of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  48.3% 42.2%
   
   
   

 

These data are from the 2002 Census of Agriculture 
and were downloaded at: 

http://www.usda.gov/nass/ 
 

 

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University of Kentucky.  
Faculty draw on the resources of the Department for Community and Leadership Development and professional contacts at the University of Kentucky, other 
agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, 
Community and Economic Development Extension Program, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY  40546 or call (859) 257-7582. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,  
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.

http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl
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The Census of Agriculture is conducted every five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).  This issue of Kentucky: By the Numbers provides basic information from the 

2002 Census of Agriculture. 
 

 “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to 
 support local decision making.  The entire series is available online in the “Kentucky: By the Numbers” section of our  

SNARL website at: http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

Farms County State

 Total number of farms 582 86,541
 Total land in farms (acres)  105,524 13,843,706
    

 Average size of farms (acres)  181 160
 Median size of farms (acres)  120 94

Principal Operators 

 Number of principal operators  582 86,541
 Number of principal operators who are women  51 8,274
 Percent of principal operators who are women  8.8% 9.6%
   

 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming  345 46,939
 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is not farming 237 39,602
 Percent of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming 59.3% 54.2%
   

 Number of principal operators working any days off farm  353 49,176
 Number of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  252 36,532
 Percent of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  43.3% 42.2%
   
   
   

 

These data are from the 2002 Census of Agriculture 
and were downloaded at: 

http://www.usda.gov/nass/ 
 

 

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University of Kentucky.  
Faculty draw on the resources of the Department for Community and Leadership Development and professional contacts at the University of Kentucky, other 
agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, 
Community and Economic Development Extension Program, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY  40546 or call (859) 257-7582. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,  
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.

http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl
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The Census of Agriculture is conducted every five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).  This issue of Kentucky: By the Numbers provides basic information from the 

2002 Census of Agriculture. 
 

 “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to 
 support local decision making.  The entire series is available online in the “Kentucky: By the Numbers” section of our  

SNARL website at: http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

Farms County State

 Total number of farms 1,006 86,541
 Total land in farms (acres)  167,077 13,843,706
    

 Average size of farms (acres)  166 160
 Median size of farms (acres)  95 94

Principal Operators 

 Number of principal operators  1,006 86,541
 Number of principal operators who are women  88 8,274
 Percent of principal operators who are women  8.7% 9.6%
   

 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming  501 46,939
 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is not farming 505 39,602
 Percent of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming 49.8% 54.2%
   

 Number of principal operators working any days off farm  597 49,176
 Number of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  462 36,532
 Percent of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  45.9% 42.2%
   
   
   

 

These data are from the 2002 Census of Agriculture 
and were downloaded at: 

http://www.usda.gov/nass/ 
 

 

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University of Kentucky.  
Faculty draw on the resources of the Department for Community and Leadership Development and professional contacts at the University of Kentucky, other 
agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, 
Community and Economic Development Extension Program, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY  40546 or call (859) 257-7582. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,  
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.

http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl
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The Census of Agriculture is conducted every five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).  This issue of Kentucky: By the Numbers provides basic information from the 

2002 Census of Agriculture. 
 

 “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to 
 support local decision making.  The entire series is available online in the “Kentucky: By the Numbers” section of our  

SNARL website at: http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

Farms County State

 Total number of farms 481 86,541
 Total land in farms (acres)  62,561 13,843,706
    

 Average size of farms (acres)  130 160
 Median size of farms (acres)  57 94

Principal Operators 

 Number of principal operators  481 86,541
 Number of principal operators who are women  74 8,274
 Percent of principal operators who are women  15.4% 9.6%
   

 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming  247 46,939
 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is not farming 234 39,602
 Percent of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming 51.4% 54.2%
   

 Number of principal operators working any days off farm  267 49,176
 Number of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  191 36,532
 Percent of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  39.7% 42.2%
   
   
   

 

These data are from the 2002 Census of Agriculture 
and were downloaded at: 

http://www.usda.gov/nass/ 
 

 

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University of Kentucky.  
Faculty draw on the resources of the Department for Community and Leadership Development and professional contacts at the University of Kentucky, other 
agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, 
Community and Economic Development Extension Program, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY  40546 or call (859) 257-7582. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,  
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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The Census of Agriculture is conducted every five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).  This issue of Kentucky: By the Numbers provides basic information from the 

2002 Census of Agriculture. 
 

 “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to 
 support local decision making.  The entire series is available online in the “Kentucky: By the Numbers” section of our  

SNARL website at: http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

Farms County State

 Total number of farms 788 86,541
 Total land in farms (acres)  154,787 13,843,706
    

 Average size of farms (acres)  196 160
 Median size of farms (acres)  129 94

Principal Operators 

 Number of principal operators  788 86,541
 Number of principal operators who are women  82 8,274
 Percent of principal operators who are women  10.4% 9.6%
   

 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming  406 46,939
 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is not farming 382 39,602
 Percent of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming 51.5% 54.2%
   

 Number of principal operators working any days off farm  474 49,176
 Number of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  321 36,532
 Percent of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  40.7% 42.2%
   
   
   

 

These data are from the 2002 Census of Agriculture 
and were downloaded at: 

http://www.usda.gov/nass/ 
 

 

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University of Kentucky.  
Faculty draw on the resources of the Department for Community and Leadership Development and professional contacts at the University of Kentucky, other 
agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, 
Community and Economic Development Extension Program, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY  40546 or call (859) 257-7582. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,  
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.

http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl


KENTUCKY: BY THE NUMBERS Social and Economic  
Education for Development 

~ 2002 Agriculture Update ~ 
 

Owsley County 
 Community and Economic 

Development Extension Programs Julie N. Zimmerman and Sarah Michelle Frank 
Department of Community and Leadership Development 

May, 2005 
 

The Census of Agriculture is conducted every five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).  This issue of Kentucky: By the Numbers provides basic information from the 

2002 Census of Agriculture. 
 

 “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to 
 support local decision making.  The entire series is available online in the “Kentucky: By the Numbers” section of our  

SNARL website at: http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

Farms County State

 Total number of farms 227 86,541
 Total land in farms (acres)  32,996 13,843,706
    

 Average size of farms (acres)  145 160
 Median size of farms (acres)  101 94

Principal Operators 

 Number of principal operators  227 86,541
 Number of principal operators who are women  30 8,274
 Percent of principal operators who are women  13.2% 9.6%
   

 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming  116 46,939
 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is not farming 111 39,602
 Percent of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming 51.1% 54.2%
   

 Number of principal operators working any days off farm  133 49,176
 Number of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  86 36,532
 Percent of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  37.9% 42.2%
   
   
   

 

These data are from the 2002 Census of Agriculture 
and were downloaded at: 

http://www.usda.gov/nass/ 
 

 

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University of Kentucky.  
Faculty draw on the resources of the Department for Community and Leadership Development and professional contacts at the University of Kentucky, other 
agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, 
Community and Economic Development Extension Program, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY  40546 or call (859) 257-7582. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,  
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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The Census of Agriculture is conducted every five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).  This issue of Kentucky: By the Numbers provides basic information from the 

2002 Census of Agriculture. 
 

 “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to 
 support local decision making.  The entire series is available online in the “Kentucky: By the Numbers” section of our  

SNARL website at: http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

Farms County State

 Total number of farms 964 86,541
 Total land in farms (acres)  132,402 13,843,706
    

 Average size of farms (acres)  137 160
 Median size of farms (acres)  108 94

Principal Operators 

 Number of principal operators  964 86,541
 Number of principal operators who are women  79 8,274
 Percent of principal operators who are women  8.2% 9.6%
   

 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming  455 46,939
 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is not farming 509 39,602
 Percent of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming 47.2% 54.2%
   

 Number of principal operators working any days off farm  535 49,176
 Number of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  405 36,532
 Percent of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  42.0% 42.2%
   
   
   

 

These data are from the 2002 Census of Agriculture 
and were downloaded at: 

http://www.usda.gov/nass/ 
 

 

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University of Kentucky.  
Faculty draw on the resources of the Department for Community and Leadership Development and professional contacts at the University of Kentucky, other 
agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, 
Community and Economic Development Extension Program, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY  40546 or call (859) 257-7582. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,  
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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The Census of Agriculture is conducted every five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).  This issue of Kentucky: By the Numbers provides basic information from the 

2002 Census of Agriculture. 
 

 “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to 
 support local decision making.  The entire series is available online in the “Kentucky: By the Numbers” section of our  

SNARL website at: http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

Farms County State

 Total number of farms 44 86,541
 Total land in farms (acres)  7,064 13,843,706
    

 Average size of farms (acres)  161 160
 Median size of farms (acres)  90 94

Principal Operators 

 Number of principal operators  44 86,541
 Number of principal operators who are women  5 8,274
 Percent of principal operators who are women  11.4% 9.6%
   

 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming  18 46,939
 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is not farming 26 39,602
 Percent of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming 40.9% 54.2%
   

 Number of principal operators working any days off farm  27 49,176
 Number of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  18 36,532
 Percent of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  40.9% 42.2%
   
   
   

 

These data are from the 2002 Census of Agriculture 
and were downloaded at: 

http://www.usda.gov/nass/ 
 

 

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University of Kentucky.  
Faculty draw on the resources of the Department for Community and Leadership Development and professional contacts at the University of Kentucky, other 
agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, 
Community and Economic Development Extension Program, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY  40546 or call (859) 257-7582. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,  
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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The Census of Agriculture is conducted every five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).  This issue of Kentucky: By the Numbers provides basic information from the 

2002 Census of Agriculture. 
 

 “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to 
 support local decision making.  The entire series is available online in the “Kentucky: By the Numbers” section of our  

SNARL website at: http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

Farms County State

 Total number of farms 45 86,541
 Total land in farms (acres)  7,194 13,843,706
    

 Average size of farms (acres)  160 160
 Median size of farms (acres)  110 94

Principal Operators 

 Number of principal operators  45 86,541
 Number of principal operators who are women  2 8,274
 Percent of principal operators who are women  4.4% 9.6%
   

 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming  25 46,939
 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is not farming 20 39,602
 Percent of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming 55.6% 54.2%
   

 Number of principal operators working any days off farm  21 49,176
 Number of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  16 36,532
 Percent of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  35.6% 42.2%
   
   
   

 

These data are from the 2002 Census of Agriculture 
and were downloaded at: 

http://www.usda.gov/nass/ 
 

 

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University of Kentucky.  
Faculty draw on the resources of the Department for Community and Leadership Development and professional contacts at the University of Kentucky, other 
agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, 
Community and Economic Development Extension Program, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY  40546 or call (859) 257-7582. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,  
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.

http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl
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The Census of Agriculture is conducted every five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).  This issue of Kentucky: By the Numbers provides basic information from the 

2002 Census of Agriculture. 
 

 “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to 
 support local decision making.  The entire series is available online in the “Kentucky: By the Numbers” section of our  

SNARL website at: http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

Farms County State

 Total number of farms 239 86,541
 Total land in farms (acres)  37,516 13,843,706
    

 Average size of farms (acres)  157 160
 Median size of farms (acres)  100 94

Principal Operators 

 Number of principal operators  239 86,541
 Number of principal operators who are women  22 8,274
 Percent of principal operators who are women  9.2% 9.6%

  

 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming  125 46,939
 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is not farming 114 39,602
 Percent of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming 52.3% 54.2%
   

 Number of principal operators working any days off farm  135 49,176
 Number of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  109 36,532
 Percent of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  45.6% 42.2%
   
   
   

 

These data are from the 2002 Census of Agriculture 
and were downloaded at: 

http://www.usda.gov/nass/ 
 

 

 

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University of Kentucky.  
Faculty draw on the resources of the Department for Community and Leadership Development and professional contacts at the University of Kentucky, other 
agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, 
Community and Economic Development Extension Program, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY  40546 or call (859) 257-7582. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,  
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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The Census of Agriculture is conducted every five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).  This issue of Kentucky: By the Numbers provides basic information from the 

2002 Census of Agriculture. 
 

 “Kentucky: By the Numbers” is a series of county profiles produced on an occasional basis which are developed to 
 support local decision making.  The entire series is available online in the “Kentucky: By the Numbers” section of our  

SNARL website at: http://www.ca.uky.edu/snarl. 
 

Farms County State

 Total number of farms 1,977 86,541
 Total land in farms (acres)  232,129 13,843,706
    

 Average size of farms (acres)  117 160
 Median size of farms (acres)  83 94

Principal Operators 

 Number of principal operators  1,977 86,541
 Number of principal operators who are women  178 8,274
 Percent of principal operators who are women  9.0% 9.6%
   

 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming  1,144 46,939
 Number of principal operators whose primary occupation is not farming 833 39,602
 Percent of principal operators whose primary occupation is farming 57.9% 54.2%
   

 Number of principal operators working any days off farm  1,048 49,176
 Number of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  785 36,532
 Percent of principal operators working 200 days or more off farm  39.7% 42.2%
   
   
   

 

These data are from the 2002 Census of Agriculture 
and were downloaded at: 

http://www.usda.gov/nass/ 
 

 

SEED (Social and Economic Education for Development) is a program of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service at the University of Kentucky.  
Faculty draw on the resources of the Department for Community and Leadership Development and professional contacts at the University of Kentucky, other 
agencies, and community programs throughout the country.  For more information contact your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Richard C. Maurer, 
Community and Economic Development Extension Program, 500 Garrigus Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY  40546 or call (859) 257-7582. 
 

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serves all people regardless of race, color,  
age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin. 
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